
“I try not to hurt my voice and 
attempt to avoid 
caffeine. I make 
sure I know my 
music parts so 
I don’t have to 
depend on anyone 
else.”
   However, Danielle prepares 
more in the group setting. She 
says, “First we all get on our 
new, crazy, sparkly dresses! They 

are absolutely awesome! We will 
then warm up with Mrs. Zang, 
sing/pray the Our Father, and 
hang out with each other. We 
are usually loud and have lots of 
energy!”
   Danielle, Shannon, and Ra-
chael all agreed that the Vocal 
Ensemble feels like a family to 
them. They enjoy being sur-

   This year, over Easter break, 
Mercy’s Vocal Ensemble will 
travel to Washington DC to per-
form at historical monuments. 
Their song lineup is a Motown 
Medley. The Vocal Ensemble 
has a history of success, espe-
cially at the Music Showcase 
Festivals Competition at Kings 
Island. 
   Although VE remains excited, 
their trip to Washington DC 
has had minor setbacks: losing 
their travel agent, the trip cost-
ing more than they anticipated, 
snow days, and the preparation 
for the spring musical, The Ad-
dams Family.
   Vocal Ensemble leaves the 
Monday after Easter and returns 
on the Wednesday of that same 
week. They anticipate seeing 
the famous icons of our nation’s 
capital and enjoying shopping 
excursions. 
   Rachael Petranek ‘15 feels 
like Mercy values Vocal En-
semble. She says, “Sometimes 
I feel that people don’t really 
know how much time and com-
mitment VE is at Mercy, but I 
do know that the student body 
does appreciate our music and is 
very impressed, definitely by the 
fruitcake song.”
    Although, the Vocal Ensemble 
does not get nearly as much at-
tention or performance opportu-
nities like the sports at Mercy. 
   The whole student body can 
relate to how beautiful the Vocal 

Ensemble sounds as a group. 
Danielle Diersing ‘15 related her 
experience singing with VE dur-
ing a Christmas concert saying, 
“My favorite VE memory would 

be this year, singing downtown 
at a Christmas event. It was at 
an old church and the acoustics 
were amazing in the building. 
We got a standing ovation after 
performing and I loved every 
minute of it! It was like a picture 
perfect Christmas moment!” 
   The preparation for perfor-
mances differs from person to 
person. Shannon Ferrier ‘15 says, 

rounded by girls who have so 
much talent and they are able to 
share their own talent as well. 
Shannon says, “Even though 
we sometimes want to kill each 
other, I like being able to sing 

loud and obnoxiously around 
them. All my other friends would 
complain about it, but the VE 
girls never do.”
   Even though Mercy’s Vocal 
Ensemble is really talented and 
works hard, they also have a lot 
of fun. Rachael Petranek says, 
“My sophomore year when we 
were preparing for the Christmas 
concert we called Tricia Eberlee 

the “Christmas tree” because she 
was by far the tallest. We still 
call her that to this day!”
   The Vocal Ensemble relates 
to each other and they all 
experience similar problems in 
rehearsal. Shannon says, “We 
never know what song we are 
singing during the intro until 2 
seconds before we have to start 
singing. We all have the ‘deer-
in-headlights’ look because we 

normally start in the middle 
of the song and hardly ever 
hear the intro.”
   There will be a lot of 
openings for Vocal En-
semble in the spring, since 
nine of them are seniors. “If 
anyone has any interest in 
singing at all, AUDITION 
FOR VE!!! Don’t be afraid, 
just go for it! You won’t 
have any regrets! It’s a won-
derful family to be a part 
of and you learn a lot about 
music!” says Danielle. 
   “It’s been the best 3 years 
of my high school experi-
ence making music next to 
some of my best friends!” 
says Rachael.
-Vocal Ensemble has been 
participating in the Kings 
Island competition since 
2003. 
-Every year, they have 
emerged from the Wom-
en’s Choir competition 

with superior ratings. 
-Last year, Mercy’s Vocal 

Ensemble won the weekend. 
-They won the Grand Sweep-
stakes for having the highest 
score over the three week 
long competition period in the 
years:
 2003, 2004, 2005, 2007 & 2012 
-In 2012, Mercy’s Vocal En-
semble received a perfect score 
for the first time ever.

VE to
DC

Vocal ensemble sings at nation’s capital
By: Sara Dressman ‘15

Mercy’s Vocal Ensemble sings 
with Amy Grant
   When: April 15th, 2015
   What: a Mercyhealth benefit
   Where: Renaissance Hotel
   Who: Mercy’s VE will be 
collaborating with McAuley’s 
VE and Amy Grant
   

Student Spotlight
By Emma Dougoud ‘16
Congratulate your classmates!
Seniors:
 Katie Koch- will play college 
volleyball on a full scholarship to 
Cincinnati State.
 Shanaya Jones- will run track 
for Wilmington College and talks 
to herself.
 Sabrina Mack- is throwing 
shot put at Notre Dame College 
in south Elucid, Ohio. She is ac-
curate 99% of the time.
 Brooklynn Sturwold- will play 
basketball for Mount Saint Joe.
 Alexis Von Holle- has 6 sisters, 
and no brothers.
 Caroline Schmitz- has been 
kidnapped by a bus driver twice.
 Maria Waters- will be running 
track for Mount Saint Joe.

 Tori Brackett- went to state for 
bowling.
 Megan Buse- went to state for 
swimming. 
 Juniors:
 Emily Frame- went to a science 
camp at Ohio Northern Ad-
vanced Honors Camp.
 Lizzie Neiheisel- came from 
that greenschool.
 Beth Caldwell- is involved with 
Police Explorers.
 Emily Rickett- has a brother in 
the Air Force Academy.
 Sandrine Illumba- was born in 
the Congo.
 Octavie Igaba- speaks 3 differ-
ent laguages.
 Anna Bunke- took a selfie with 
Josh Hutcherson.
 Roni Cuthertson- got a new car 

older than she is.
 Sophomores:
 Alexis Thompson- met Chris 
Brown.
 Abby Brunsman- has been 
dancing since she was 2.
 Hermela Derese- is fluent in 
Amaharic.
 Rebecca Gretz- was born in 
Vietnam.
 Sarah Leyendecker- takes after 
her mom who played basketball 
in college at Xavier University.
 Danielle Mattlin- has had two 
knee surgeries.
 Bruk Getnet- is from Ethiopia.
 Kaitlin Bruening- stayed in the 
same hotel as Flavor Flave.
 Hope Makumbi- has two sister 
one named, Peace and the other 
named, Joy

 Freshman:
 Abbey Stahl- is 
double jointed in 
one finger.
 Amanda Jansen- 
dances for Cincin-
nati Ballet.
 Kiki Carle- went 
to state for gym-
nastics.
 Kara Heckmuller- received 
Honorable Mention all team 
GGCL for swimming as a 
frehman.
 Soi Kwak- went to school in 
Korea where school starts at 7:30 
and lasts until 4:30 and only 3 
week summer vacations.
 Sam Bischof- is a twin.
 Paighton Baker- is Miss Teen 
Ohio. (See the article on 6!)

Allison Moellinger- was on 
Broadway.
 Julia Bley- did synchronized 
swimming for 8 years.
 Josie Stedem- went to the grade 
school where Mrs. White taught 
in Lawrenceburg.
 Miya Barksvale- can play 7 
musical instruments.

Know anyone who should be in the 
spotlight?  Tell a digital journalism 
reporter so we can spread the word!

Vocal Ensemble singing their iconic Killer Fruitcake song at their 2014 Christmas Concert.
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Fast breakin’ into college basketball
   Many kids dream of playing 
sports in college. According to 
ESPN, there are about 113,000 
high school 
senior girls 
who play 
varsity bas-
ketball each 
year, but 
only 5,240 
girls go 
on to play 
basketball 
in college, 
no matter 
the divi-
sion. The 
number of 
scholarship 
spots each 
Division 1 team can have is 15, 
but most teams keep their roster 
count at only 12 players. So the 
level of competition to play in 
college is severely increasing, 
while the player’s knowledge of 
how they can get noticed by col-
lege coaches is lacking. 
   Carlton Gray, who played col-
lege football for UCLA, profes-
sionally for the Seattle Seahawks 
and trains many young athletes 
into college basketball players, 
helps summarize the basic steps 
of the college recruiting process. 
Like most things in this world, 
recruitment for any college sport 
follows a process. 
   The first step in the process 
is evaluation of the player’s 

skills. In this step, colleges will 
go watch their prospects play in 
various games during their high 
school and club seasons. If the 

colleges like what they see in 
the player then they will reach 
out to them and communicate 
with them throughout their high 
school career. The player will 
visit the school to get a feel for 
the campus and environment 
to see what it is like. Lastly, if 
the college likes the prospective 
player it will offer him or her a 

full or partial scholarship to their 
school. 
   Colleges also have certain rules 

to follow when 
they are recruiting 
prospective players. 
Most of the rules 

have to do with 
the amount of 
contact they can 
have with the 
student. There 
are certain times 
when phone 
calls can be 
made to the 
student by the 
college or when 
the student can 
go on a visit. 
The colleges 
also have lim-
ited opportuni-
ties to go out 

and watch the 
players during both 
the high school and 
club seasons. The 
rules for recruiting 
in different sports 
are pretty much 
the same. The only 
difference is the times when the 
process can take place.       

   McAuley se-
nior, and signee 
to Wright State, 
Emily Vogel-
pohl says, “To 
get college 
coaches’ atten-

tion you have to play hard and 
with passion everytime you’re on 
the court.” As a player you 

need to be a good teammate, 
make smart decisions and also 
put in the extra effort to make 
the hustle plays during games. 
Playing well is not the only 
thing a prospect can do to get 
themselves noticed by colleges. 
They can reach out to the schools 
they’re interested in by send-
ing in a profile with game clips 
or articles from the newspaper 
that could sell themselves to the 
school. 

By Lindsay Eichhold ‘18

“Continue to chase after 
your dreams regardless of 
how hard it is.”

   It is vital for players to con-
tinue to develop their athleticism 
and skills for their sport in order 
to play at the next level. “Con-
tinue to chase after your dreams 
regardless of how hard it is. 
Don’t stop working because your 
hard work will eventually pay 
off,” Vogelpohl says. 
   It is important to earn good 
grades at school, too. It is neces-
sary for the prospects to remem-
ber that they are going to college 
to go to school; basketball is just 
a second. Gray also says, “Doing 
your best to earn high grades in 
school is extremely important 
and opens up more avenues and 
choices.” It is also very impor-
tant for student athletes to be 
smart about how they represent 
themselves on social media. 
“Colleges do not want to waste 
their time with knuckleheads 
that do not know how to handle 
themselves in various settings,” 
says Gray. 
   Vogelpohl, who went through 
the recruiting process herself, 
says that going through the 
college process was stressful. 
Though she enjoyed talking to 
the colleges and visiting the 
various schools, “Picking the one 
school was the hardest thing I 
had to do.” Emily chose to go to 
Wright State because she loved 
the coaching staff, the other play-
ers, and “the distance away from 
home is perfect.”

Emily Vogelpohl takes it to the basket during their win 
over Centerville. (Photo courtesy Varsity Views.)
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 Prep for prom with these promposals
   Prom season is here and there 
have been many “promposals” 
happening around the West Side. 
Mercy girls have been scram-
bling for dates and cute ways to 
ask their dates. The most com-
mon ways teenagers are asking 
to prom nowadays are with food, 
posters, and mostly food. But, 
Mercy girls are getting creative. 
Here are some ways that Mercy 
girls asked their dates to prom:
   If you are a One Tree Hill fan, 
you will love this. Macara Von-
derahe ’15 asked her date, Sean 
Brown, by writing “This may 
not be the River Court, 
but I thought I would 
take a shot…” on a poster 
and writing “Mercy’s Prom?” on 
a basketball.

   Shannon Ferrier ’15 asked 
her date, Kevin Casey, by buy-
ing chilitos from Skyline and 
writing on the box, “This is 
extremely cheesy but…
it’d be “chill” if u went 
to prom w/ me?” Here 
are Shannon’s thoughts on her 
promposal: “I think he was more 
excited that I got him extreme 
cheese than he is to go to prom 
with me…”
   

   Meggie Hartmann ’15 is 
taking someone who is go-
ing to Wright State next year. 
She made a poster that said, 
“It wouldn’t be Wright 
without you…prom?” she 
had a Wright State shirt in place 
of wright on her poster. 
   
   Sara Dressman ’15 asked 
her date, Oscar, with gold-
fish crackers saying “I am 
oFISHically asking you 
to prom.”

   Senior Becca Rhein was asked 
by her boyfriend, Andrew Fieler, 
by a scavenger hunt. There were 
clues at different houses of their 
friends. 
When Becca 
got the last 
clue to meet 
back at 
his house, 
there were 
four of her 
boyfriend’s 
friends that 
had “Prom” 
written on 
their chests. 
       

   Olivia Hart ’15 is 
going to have a very 
splendid night. It is 
her 18th birthday 
and her final Mercy 
dance: prom! She 
asked her boyfriend, 
Danny Bellman, 
by surprising him 
during his lunch 
period, waiting by 
his car, with a sign 
that said, “Be my 
date for my big 
1-8!”

Another senior, Kellie Leonard, 
asked her boyfriend, Jake Frey, 
by filling her date’s room with 
SOLO cups, and writing on a 
poster, “Don’t let me go 
solo to prom” with pictures 
of them on the poster.

   Senior Madison Johns asked 
her boyfriend, Craig Mullen, in 
a How I Met Your Mother way. 
She dressed up in a suit and 
waited outside for her date to 
get done with practice and had a 
sign that said, “Suit up…for 
PROM? It will be legen…
(wait for it) dary!”
   We all aren’t as lucky as Lizzie 
Neiheisel ’16 was. She was 
asked to Elder’s prom by having 
balloons cover her room with 
“prom” written on them and with 
a bear and a Pandora Princess 
ring by her date.
   Not all of the promposals went 
as planned. Leah Henkel ’16 was 
planning on asking her date with 
a pint of Graeter’s ice cream and 
writing “Prom?” on the top of 
the lid. Leah said, “It was really 
hard to write on top of a conden-
sating ice cream lid, so I just put 
an index card with prom on it.” 

#LebronTakeEmmaToProm 
   A couple of Mercy girls have 
gone above and beyond with 
their promposals. Emma Bley 
’15 asked Lebron James via 
Twitter. She took pictures with 
each letter of prom spelled out 
in basketballs and wrote a letter 
that she posted on Twitter that 
said “Mr. Lebron James, you 
have had an incredible season 
this year, and as a player myself, 
I have looked up to you and your 
successful career my whole life. 
As my senior prom approaches, 
choosing a date is almost as 
difficult as your decision to 
come back home. I was curious 
to know if you would…ball at 
prom with me? I would love to be 
escorted by “The King”…with a 
hopeful heart, Emma Bley”.

   Since Mercy’s prom is not 
even close to actual prom season, 
check out Mercy Etcetera’s 
blog to see how Mercy girls are 
getting asked to other proms. 
Also, pictures of most of these 
promposals will be on Mercy’s 
blog, so go check them out!

    John Ca-
pannari asked 
Danielle 
Diersing ‘15 to 
prom. He wrote 
“PROM?” in 
her driveway 
in chalk while 
Danielle was 
sitting in her 
house. Then she 
came outside 
and he gave her 
Chick-Fil-A. 

   Kaitlyn Reid ‘16 asked her date 
by having “PROM??” writ-
ten on the bottom of a Chipotle 
bowl.

At the dance-a-thon in February, 
Molly Sexton ’15 asked her date 

by having the DJ 
play “Love is an 
Open Door” and 
when the part that 
says “Can I 
say something 
crazy” came on, 
she took the mi-
crophone and said 
“Will you go 
to prom with 
me?”

     Emma has gotten 22,700 
retweets and 19,500 favorites 
on her tweet to Lebron James. 
Someone from New York wrote 
an article about Emma and her 
promposal to Lebron. The web-
site that wrote an article is called 
Smack High. This website writes  
about high school specific news. 
The hashtag #LebronTakeEmma-
ToProm has started on Twitter.  
   Kiss 107’s The Kane Show 
talked about Emma’s promposal. 
This all started as a joke, but now 
we have a famous student here at 
Mother of Mercy: Emma Bley. 
   We have yet to hear back from 
Lebron but we’re still optimistic 
that he will reach out to Emma 
and she will get an answer to her 
promposal #nevergiveup. 

Prom’s coming to a 
school near you...

Elder: March 28 at The Syn-
dicate. 

Lasalle: April 25 

St. X: May 9 

Oak Hills: May 16 at Paul 
Brown Stadium. 

Taylor: May 1 at The Wood-
lands. 

Moeller: April 24

And if  your date says he is 
busy on one of  these nights 
you know why...

Seton: April 24 at Paul 
Brown Stadium.

St. Ursula: April 24....also at 
Paul Brown Stadium.

McAuley: May 2 at Paul 
Brown Stadium. 

Obviously Mercy did not get 
the memo to have prom at 
Paul Brown Stadium, but at 
least we get to party at the 
Peacock Pavilion!  

By Abby Connor ‘15
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iPads: a blessing or a curse?
By Bridget Hellmann ‘16
   “iPads are so much fun! You 
can watch Netflix in class!” This 
statement and similar comments-
were said by my classmates 
about the iPads our school so 
graciously provides us with.  
   My personal experience with 
the iPads has not been a great 
one. Considering that the iPad 
only has 4 buttons, you wouldn’t 
think a lot could go wrong. But 
trust me anything can happen. I 
remember one time last year my 
lockscreen and homescreen pic-
tures turned sepia for some 
unknown reason. No amount 
of Google searching could 
tell me why it had changed 
colors and yes, I tried turn-
ing it on and off multiple 
times but it didn’t make 
a difference. Soon after-
ward,  the color went back 
to normal and there was no 
explanation of why it had 
changed in the first place. 
   My iPad also tends to run 
slower than a turtle which 
makes my life a lot harder 
at school when the teacher 
has moved on with their 
powerpoint and my iPad 
hasn’t even downloaded the 
PDF yet. Seriously, I think I 
have the slowest iPad in the 
history of Apple. It makes 
homework take 34 times 
longer because instead of 
getting to actually type what 
I need on the report or dialogue 
sheet for HerStory, I’m waiting 
for Pages or Notability to load.      
   Mercy’s cursed wifi is no help 
either but that’s another story. 
Honestly I think that everything 
Mercy was trying to accomplish 
could be done with pencil and 
paper.I really don’t need 4 differ-
ent note taking apps, a notebook 
and or binder will work just fine. 
It’s nice to be able to access 
Blackboard and other websites 

during school but we can get out 
our phones just as easily, and 
what about the poor neglected 
laptop carts? After the seniors 
graduate they’ll never be used 
and have to just sit in the library 
and social studies resource center 
because no one will really need 
one because “our iPads work just 
as well.”
    In my opinion the only good 
thing about iPads is that you 
can change your lockscreen and 
homescreen whenever you feel 
like it. 
   I think that we should just do 

away with this whole technol-
ogy in school thing and go back 
to the dark ages when everyone 
used pen and paper during class.
    The freshman class is now 
having their first experience 
using iPads. Many of them have 
never used their own device in a 
classroom setting before. Taylor 
Perdue ‘18 said that she enjoys 
the iPad during class because she 
can go on Netflix and not have to 

listen to the teacher. 
   Olivia Helmers ‘18 said that 
she likes using the iPad during 
school, but when the wifi isn't 
working she doesn't like using 
them. 
   Many people said they liked 
using the iPads because they 
make it easier to do projects and 
homework. Allison Molleinger 
‘18 doesn't agree with this.She 
would rather use pen and paper 
than an iPad, because she finds 
the iPads slow and they often 
crash. She even lost an entire 

powerpoint she had saved on her 
iPad and wound up having to call 
both Microsoft and Apple for 
assistance.
    The sophomores who have had 
their iPads for 2 years also had 
their opinions on them. 
   Natalie St.George ‘17 said 
"Having an iPad sucks. They 
never work and are really slow 
and I hate using BlackBoard 

because nothing ever gets posted. 
I would rather just use pen and 
paper."
    On the contrary, Abby 
Brunsman ‘18 likes using her 
iPad for things like notes and 
very much enjoys using the app 
Notability. She also likes the 
apps for drawing and they help 
her in art class. 
   Some of the most popular apps 
among the sophomores were 
Spotify, Notablility, Netflix, and 
different drawing and planning 
apps. A good portion of the soph-

omores agreed 
that the iPads 
often crashed 
and there were 
a few issues 
with how the 
iPads work.
   Being the 
first group of 
students in 
the school to 
use iPads, the 
juniors have 
just about 
seen it all 
from iPads not 
working when 
they're needed 
the most, or 
crashing right 
before you 
have to pres-
ent a project. 
   Ann 
Fields’16 

wishes that there 
was a way to buy 

more storage and a better way to 
prevent them from breaking. The 
iPads often crash, and when the 
wifi is slow, our iPads work even 
slower. 
     Maria Freudiger’16 said 
that she prefers using the iPads 
because there are less books 
to carry and you don't have to 
worry about losing papers, but 
she has a hard time making sure 

to keep her iPad charged. 
   Karly Maas ‘16 thinks that the 
iPads have been very helpful 
,and the app iStudiez Pro has 
helped her keep organized. 
   The Juniors agreed that one of 
the major downsides of having 
iPads was that there is no way to 
get flash, making it impossible to 
visit some sites during school.
    The teachers like getting to 
connect the iPads with regular 
work in the classroom, making 
it easy for students to access 
BlackBoard and many different 
resources. 
   The language teachers said 
that they think the iPads have 
good ways to access online 
activities like Duo Lingo, an 
app that teaches you the basics 
of a language. While many of 
the teachers like using the iPads, 
some of the teachers don't think 
they are used as they should be.    
   Ms.Kron thinks that the stu-
dents get distracted easily and 
they don't have the right amount 
of restraint and responsibility to 
use the iPads during class. 
   Ms.Sass agrees that the iPads 
are an abused privilege and she 
said that sometimes its better to 
keep things the "old fashioned 
way" and that we don't need ac-
cess to our iPads throughout the 
entire day.
        Everyone has had her own 
experience with her iPad. From 
hearing everyone’s opinion, I 
have come to realize that there 
will always be problems but 
iPads can be helpful. Although 
the vast majority of people 
would rather use pen and paper, 
we are stuck with iPads no mat-
ter what.There are both advan-
tages and disadvantages which 
are unsolvable. Overall the iPads 
are nice to have and let’s face it, 
watching your favorite tv shows 
during class is always fun.

Some of the most popular likes and dislikes about the iPads according to Mercy students.
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15,780. 
   This is the number of children 
diagnosed with cancer each 
year. 1,960 children will lose the 
battle. 
   The Cure Starts Now founda-
tion is trying to lower that num-
ber. They have been researching 
the cure to cancer, not just “sim-
plifying the process”. 
   Kelly Higgins, a senior 
at Mount Notre Dame, lost 
her father to cancer. He 
lacked cancer treatment 
when he had it as a child. 
After his death, she helped 
start Night for the Fight.
   Margaret Morrissey is 
the one who introduced our 
friends to this event our 
sophomore year. Margaret 
has an older sister named 
Samantha who was diag-
nosed with cancer when 
she was only in 7th grade. 
Samantha is now 8 years 
cancer free due to pedi-
atric cancer studies and 
research. 
   Due to these circumstanc-
es, Margaret is extremely 
passionate about cancer research. 
Our team was so excited to be 
right by Margaret’s side and help 
raise awareness for all the other 
children with cancer. 
  Night for the Fight starts out as 
a fundraiser. Before the event, I 

Night for the Fight battles cancer
By Shannon Ferrier ‘15

Kelly Tieman is always there to pick me up 
after walking for 5 hours straight.

My Night for the Fight team from 2014.

got together with my team of 15 
people, and we all had to raise a 
certain amount of money. Each 
participant is required to raise a 
minimum of $100. All the money 
that is raised is donated to the 
Cure Starts Now foundation and 
Cancer Free Kids.
   The night of the event is a 
whole different story. It takes 
place at Xavier University’s

 

Cintas Center. Walking into the 
arena, I was completely over-
whelmed with the amount of en-
ergy in the building. Music was 
blaring, to help prepare us for a 
night full of walking. There were 
so many people excited to raise 
awareness for pediatric cancer. 

   First I received a 
shirt with a space on 
the back to write the 
name of the person 
I was fighting for 
that night. My Uncle 
Kevin had recently 
been diagnosed with 
cancer so I wrote 
his name. I was so 
excited to walk all 
night to show my 
support for him.
   Once the night 
got started, I began 
walking. The teams 
all walk laps around 
the Cintas Center 
and have chips on 
their shoes keeping 
track of the progress 
amongst team mem-
bers. Posters all over 
the walls give facts 
about pediatric cancer, informing 
everyone of details that they may 
or may not have known about 
cancer. 
   Every hour 
we were all 
brought back to 
the arena where 
one person per 
team played 
a game and whoever won got 
points for their team. One of the 
games was shoving your face 
into a pie that had a gumball at 
the bottom of it.   
   Then the first person to blow a 

bubble won that game for their 
team. This is the game that I par-

ticipated 
in, but 
unfortu-
nately did 
not win. 
   On the 
bright side 

I got to keep the pie after! 
   After the game we heard from 
speakers. A man went up to the 
microphone and began sharing 
his story. He shared how his 
4-year-old daughter was diag-

nosed with cancer. His little girl 
passed away and once she was 
gone his wife found a letter. It 
was a letter from their daughter. 
They began finding letters all 
over the house, in the car, under 
her bed, etc. He said how she 
was always such a happy child 
and was so full of life. She loved 
putting a smile on peoples’ faces 
and even after she was gone, she 
was still able to. 
   Once I heard this story, I knew 
exactly why I was there. I was 
fighting for children like this 
little girl. This child brought so 
much happiness to everyone 
around her, and cancer took her 
away.
   Pediatric cancer research is 
extremely underfunded and we 
need to change that. I love being 
apart of such a great program.   
   So many students all over 
Cincinnati come together on this 
night for one reason--to raise 
awareness. When we all come 
together we can make a much 
bigger impact.
   Even though most of us are 
strangers, it is still such an 
amazing feeling being apart of 
something so big. Night for the 
Fight was small the first year, but 
is growing each and every year. 
This will be my third year par-
ticipating and I couldn’t be more 
excited. I hope that after reading 
this article you will consider 
making a team for Night for the 
Night 2016.

This child brought so much 
happiness to everyone 

around her, and 
cancer took her away.
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Mercy’s own Miss Junior Teen Cincinnati, Ohio, United States 2015
By Allison Moellinger ‘18 extra pageant things you need to 

know, such as the walk. Paighton 
says learning to walk in four inch 
heels was by far the hardest part, 
besides having to step out side 

of her comfort zone and interact 
with people she didn’t know. 
   When it was 
time Paighton 
traveled down 
to The An-
derson Town 
Center with 
her Mom and 
Elizabeth. Be-
fore the actual 
pageant started 
the contestants 
practiced the 
opening dance 
number they 
do together, and their introduc-

tions, for three hours. Once the 
practice was over each contes-
tant had two hours for hair and 
makeup, and getting dressed for 
the opening dance. The events 

at the pageant were the 
opening dance number 
and introductions, swim-
suit wear, and evening 
wear. Then finalists were 
chosen, and they had 
onstage questioning. 
   Paighton’s favorite 
event was evening wear. 
She liked evening wear 
because everyone’s per-
sonality showed through 
the dress they picked. She 
also liked that event be-
cause she got to feel like 
an elegant princess once 
in her life. 
   Between each event the 
contestants had five min-
utes to change and style 
hair. Due to the lack of 
time Paighton said no one 
cared what they looked 
like backstage, clothes 
were flying left and right. 
Since you don’t have 
much time between events 
Paighton started with her 
hair down and each event 

put a little more up until 
it was in a full ballerina 
bun for the end. Elizabeth 
was the one who styled 

Paighton’s hair, did her make up, 
and helped her change quickly. 

Paighton said she could not have 

done the 
pageant 
without 
Elizabeth 
there to 
help.   
   When 
competing 
each con-
testant has 
a platform, 
which is an 
organiza-
tion they 
sponsor. 
During the 
interview 
round 
they ask 
questions 
about your 
platform 
as well as 
questions 
about so-
ciety today 
and social 
media. The 
organization Paighton chose to 
sponsor is Stem Cell Research 
and Education. She has a twitter 
page dedicated to her organiza-
tion. 
   At the pageant Paighton was 
crowned Miss Junior Teen Cin-
cinnati Ohio United States 2015, 
and she was given a delegate 
award, which is a plaque with 
her title on it. However, because  
Miss Ohio was there Paighton, 

was not physi-
cally crowned, 
because title 
holders are not 
aloud to wear 
their crowns in 
front of reign-
ing queens. 
   With her 
new title 
Paighton is 
going to be 
in a fashion 
show, model-

ing a fur coat for her organiza-

tion Stem Cell Research and 
Education. She also plans to get 
involved with the Cincinnati 
Childrens Hospital, the Cincin-
nati Reds, walks around Cincin-
nati and Mercy. 
   Paighton loved participating 
in the pageant and she plans on 
doing another one when she’s 
in the Miss division, since she 
already experienced the Teen 
division. Also at the competition 
she noticed the Miss participants 
were much more genuine and 
real then the Teen participants, 
partly because some girls are 
pressured by their parents too 
much. 
   Paighton Baker, Miss Teen 
Cincinnati Ohio 2015, recom-
mends every Mercy girl to take 
part in at least one pageant. She 
says it isn’t about your looks at 
all; it’s about your confidence 
and the way you show yourself. 
If you learn to do those two 
things, you can get far in life.    

Paighton, Miss Teen Cincinnati Ohio (left) and her Cheer-
leading and Pageant Coach Elizabeth Steinhauer, Miss 
Ohio United States 2013. (Photo Courtesy Faith Dekors.)

   On March 6 and 7, Mercy 
freshman Paighton Baker partici-
pated in her very first pageant. 
She was introduced to the Miss 
Teen Ohio 
Pageant by her 
dear friend and 
cheerleading 
coach Elizabeth 
Steinhauer. 
Elizabeth is a 
former Miss 
Ohio and helped 
Paignton as her 
pageant coach 
in preparing to 
compete in her 
first pageant. 
   Paighton de-
cided to follow 
Elizabeth’s ad-
vice for several 
reasons: win-
ning the pageant 
would be great 
to put on college 
applications, 
participating in 
the pageant is a 
great way to get 
involved, and it 
is a great way to 
represent Mercy. 
   Once Paigh-
ton decided 
she wanted to 
participate in 
the pageant she had to apply. 
Towards the end of January she 
sent in her resume and patiently 
waited to see whether she was 
accepted or not. It is very hard 
to get accepted into the pageant. 
Your resume practically needs 
to be pristine to be welcomed to 
participate. 
   Lucky for Paighton she was 
accepted and the madness began. 
Elizabeth and her spent the next 
three months preparing Paigh-
ton. They went shopping for 
shoes and outfits, they had to get 
Paighton on a diet, and Elizabeth 
had to teach Paighton all the 

Paighton’s Pageant Tips: 
1) Always smile.
2) The bigger the hair, the better. 
3) Try new things.
4) Be confident. 
5) Live life to the fullest.  

Paighton Baker ‘18 poses in front of a sign at the Pagaent. 
(Photo Courtesy Faith Dekors.)
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 Just keep 
swimming:

Ann Marie Nuckols 
‘18 
   The Newport 
Aquarium’s motto 
says, “a million gal-
lons of fun,” and now 
there are also signs 
saying,” Coming 
soon!” These signs 
announce the shark 
bridge, scalloped 
hammerhead sharks, 
and the remodeling 
of Canyon Falls to 
include otters.

   In 2015 they are also 
bringing back Scuba 

Santa and the Weeki Wachee 
Mermaids.

   Visitors see sharks, jellyfish, 
even little fish that I have in my 
fish bowl at home.
   The multiple tunnels take you 
under the water with the fish. 
The tunnels really give you the 
mesmerizing feeling of being so 
close and so safe.
    The aquarium has a turtle and 
different varieties of sharks in the 
tunnel tank.
   Also in the tunnel tank there 
are shark 
Rays.
   Shark Rays 
are a mix be-
tween a shark 
and a ray.  The 
Sharks Rays 
teeth are stubbly and there is not 
one square inch of their mouth 
that is not covered by  teeth that 
resemble our baby teeth.
   On the tour, they showed us a 
baby turtle named Dorothy.
  This turtle is one of the ones 
that you would find around your 
pond close to your house. They 
burrow during the winter, go into 
hibernation.
    If you go through the tunnel 
slowly, you might see a foggy 
blob in the back, it’s a turtle.
   That turtle’s name is Denver, 
the only turtle in the tank.
Denver has been known to be a 

menace, to both the 
other animals and divers in the 
tank.
Denver is called, “the King of 
the tank.” 
   He often chases other animals 
around. He is also known to bite 
he 
flippers of the divers and take 
their goggles off.
   The aquarium has a 
variety of animals, not all of 

them aquatic.
They have multiple reptiles, 
including lizards, snakes, and al-
ligators. The famous reptile 
is Mighty Mike. Mike 14 fee
long and over 800 pounds.
   Just next door, are the          
two albino alligators. Albino 
means that they are white and 
they are very rare.
The female alligator is named 
Snowflake and the male is named 
Snowball. They are each about 
six feet long and each under 100 
pounds.  
What many people don’t know 
about the aquari- For more pictures of the Newport Aquarium and more 

post, visit the Mercy Etcetera blog through this qr code!

“Denver is a troublemaker, 
But we love him anyway!”

This is the Newport Aquarium from Newport on the Leeve. Photo cur-
tosy Ann Marie Nuckols ‘18. 

The tunnel that you walk through to see the sharks and other fish. 
Photo curtsoy Ann Marie Nuckols ‘18

This is Might Mike chilling watching the people go by. Photo 
curtsoy Ann Marie Nuckols ‘18

um is that there is a laboratory. 
   At the labratory biologist 
research and explore the different 
animals. 
   They are making new chemical 
advances that help the animals 
live better everyday.
   The Newport Aquarium is 
famous for its multiple divers in 
the different exhibits.
   These divers can be found in 
different place in the aquarium.

   They 
dive in 
the tank 
with the 
Sharks in 
the tun-
nel tank. 

Only there is another viewing 
room that leads out into multiple  
theaters. One of which houses 
Scuba Santa and his seahorses. 

Pictured above is the labratory where they work with 
biologist to further growth. Photo curtosy Ann Marie 
Nuckols ‘18

This is  one of the 15 types of sharks. This on being a sand shark.  Photo curtsoy 
Ann Marie Nuckols ‘18

A look inside the 
Newport Aquarium
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   It can be hard to go to a formal 
affair such as prom and meet 
many people you don’t know. 
Anyone that has gone to a 
high school dance knows that 
throughout the night you meet 
many new people, whether it is 
before, after, or during the dance. 
It can be a little overwhelming 
talking to new people, especially 
if you are taking a date you may 
not know too well. This can 
quickly be resolved by simply 
knowing how to start small talk.
   First, introduce yourself! A 
simple “Hi I’m (insert your name 
here)” can easily start off a good 
conversation. Make yourself look 
friendly by smiling and listening 
to what the other person is say-
ing. When you’re asking ques-
tions, ask things that would have 
an open- ended answer rather 
than “yes” or “no”. For instance, 
instead of “are you having fun?” 
ask, “what’s your favorite part 
about tonight?” 
   People love to talk about 
themselves, so ask them ques-
tions about themselves in order 
to find a topic to discuss. If you 
run out of things to talk about, 
compliment their dress/suit or 
shoes. Even if this doesn’t lead 
into a further conversation, it can 
make the other person feel appre-
ciated and want to keep talking 
to you. If you run out of things 
to say, try talking about your 
friends so your date has a heads 

How to make small talk with your prom date
  By Kaylee Merschbach ‘15

Pictured above: My best friend and I 
at some of our dances throughout the 
past couple years.

up of what type of people he will 
be around during the night. 
   Find common ground about 
something simple. When taking 
a date you may not know too 
well, it is very normal to feel 
nervous. It’s hard to know what 
they like to talk about if you 
don’t know much about them. It 
could be something easy, such 
as agreeing that the weather 
has been great in the past week. 
This may seem silly but a small 
conversation leads to a bigger 
conversation most of the 
time.
     Another important 
rule is to not leave 
your date out! Always 
include him when danc-
ing with your friends. 
No one wants to come 
to your prom and sit at a 
table watching you dance 
with friends. Making 
an effort to include him 
will help make him more 
comfortable with you. 
If he’s not the type to 
dance with your friends, 
then you should still 
stand with him and make 
sure he’s never left by 
himself. He most likely 
doesn’t know too many 
people there beside you. 
   Of course, some of this 
advice changes if you’re 
the one being invited to a dance. 
It can be nerve-wracking to be 

surrounded by strangers.
   Next, make sure you’re 
comfortable around your date. 
Make conversations as I said ear-
lier. When he talks to his friends 
and their dates, insert yourself 
into the conversation. It’s okay 
to be quiet at some points of 
the night, but don’t be that date 
that isolates themselves from 
the group. However, the most 
important advice about going to 
prom with a group of strangers is 
to always be yourself! 

   From personal experi-
ence, taking a prom date 
isn’t as bad as it may 
seem. However I didn’t 
know how he would 
feel about going to a 
high school dance with 
me. was unprepared so I 
asked him to the dance 
at the last minute. A lot 
of people think of prom/
dances as being some-
thing that is romantic, 
and I didn’t want him to 

think of it like that 
at all. He said he 
would really want 
to go as long as I 
helped him pick 
out something to wear. 
   When the night came 
around, I was pretty 
nervous. I usually didn’t 
hang out with him in a 
one-on-one setting, but 
with friends. He came to 
my house and of course my 
mom made us take pictures, 
and then we left to go to my 
friend’s house for pictures. 
   On the way there it 
wasn’t as bad as I thought. 
I told him about all of my 
friends he would be meet-
ing, and once we got there 
he made good friends with 
my best friend’s boyfriend. 
Dinner was a group conver-

sation, so there wasn’t anything 
awkward about that. Throughout 

the night it became better and it 
wasn’t so hard to come up with 
conversations. 
   By the end of the night, your 
prom date and you will be very 
good friends. It surely may be 
awkward at first, but by the end 
of the night the awkwardness 
will be alleviated. Always re-
member to keep putting in effort 
to talk to your date and make 
sure he knows you want him to 
be there, and that you want to 
be there too. It’s not going to be 
perfect, in fact it might not work 
out the way you planned. There’s 
always next dance! If not it will 
still be a memorable night. No 
matter which way it goes, don’t 
let your date ruin your high 
school prom!


