
   One of the most wonderful 
and unique things about Mercy 
is our antique theatre. With the 
old, creaking wooden seats, the 
ornate and seemingly ancient 
chandelier dangling precariously 
over the audience, and most 
importantly the residence of our 
very own ghost, this story-filled 
scenery perfectly sets the stage 
(literally) for Mercy Theatre’s 
upcoming production, The Ad-
dams Family.

   

Though a lot of younger Bob-
cats may not be familiar with 
this frightful family, the popu-
lar 1964 television show and 
1990s movies prove that the 
Addamses are classic American 
characters. Danielle Diersing 
‘15 who plays Wednesday in the 
production explains that all the 
standard spooky characters such 
as Morticia and Gomez Addams, 
their two children, Wednesday 
and Pugsley, and even Cousin It 
appear in the stage version. How-
ever, there is a major twist.
   The musical version shows the 
Addamses a few years later than 
they were ever seen on-screen. 
Instead of portraying Wednesday 
as a macabre 
little girl 
known for 
her trademark 
black pigtails 
who tortures 
her brother 
for fun, the 
Wednesday 
in the stage 
version is, 
as Danielle 
puts it, “all grown up.” This 
Wednesday is eighteen and has 
fallen in love with her parents’ 
worst nightmare: a “normal” boy 
named Lucas.The premise of the 
show is Wednesday fessing up to 
her family about her secret and 
attempting to bring the two very 
different groups together with a 
joint-family dinner. Obviously 
hilarity ensues as the dinner runs 
amok.

   The decision to put on a show 
that fits so perfectly with Mer-
cy’s spring venue and very own 

stage is more 
than a happy 
accident. Ms. 
B. chose to do 
The Addams 
Family now 
partly because 
it allows 
the theatre 
department to 
celebrate and 
utilize this 
brilliant old 
space as we 
also celebrate 
the centennial. 
The cast and 
crew are espe-
cially excited 
to incorporate 
the style of 
the family and 
set into the 
theatre-going 
experience 
because “The 
age of the 
theatre adds to 
the ambiance 
of The Ad-
dams Family 
as a whole,” 
according to 
Danielle.
   The cast of the show has been 
working hard since the week 
after exams in order to be ready 
to perform at the beginning of 
March.  To learn The Addams 
Family, the cast first focused on 
learning and perfecting all the 
songs in the show, practicing 
with Music Director Michael 
Flohr. Mr. Flohr also worked 
with Mercy Theatre during their 
productions of Beauty and the 
Beast as well as in The Wizard 
of Oz.

   However, Danielle’s favorite 
part of the rehearsal process is 
“blocking.” Blocking makes the 
script come alive as actors prac-
tice where they stand onstage 
and add in other nonverbal cues 
during a scene. Danielle ex-
plained that this process starts in 
the rehearsal studio instead of the 
theatre because “the bigger space 
makes it harder to focus.” Here, 

all the actors sit in a circle with 
Ms. B. and read through the lines 
of a particular scene. Then, Ms. 

Senior makes the transition 
from sports to the stage

By Kristen 
Gandenberger ‘15

Attend Mercy’s own monster mash with ‘Addams Family’

   Did you know that you don’t 
have to be a chorus or drama stu-
dent to be involved in a produc-
tion? In fact, many non-drama 
students are integral parts of 
every show.
   One example of this is Emily 
House ‘15, who is stage manag-
ing for The Addams Family. Em-
ily is a self-proclaimed “sports 
person” who had never been any-
thing but an audience member 
until this school year. She began 
considering getting involved in 
shows when a few of her drama 
friends told her that she should 
audition for The Wizard of Oz. 
Because of her commitment to 
golf, Emily couldn’t be in the 
show. Instead she promised to 
do running crew, the group of 
people backstage that move sets 
and make sure props are placed 
appropriately for actors to use 
during scenes. 
   Emily admits that though all of 
the drama students were welcom-
ing, she felt a little out of place at 
her first few rehearsals. “I made 
myself feel awkward,” she says.     

   However, she soon got the feel 
of rehearsals, gained some con-
fidence, and became “obsessed 
with running crew.” Emily loved 
being a part of a production and 
ended up having a blast on crew 
for The Wizard of Oz, saying 
“Since I’d never done theatre 
before it was super cool to see 
everything come together.” 
   Soon after the conclusion of 
the fall musical, Katie Schwein-
berg ‘16 approached Emily about 
the position of stage manager. 
Traditionally at Mercy, shows 
have two stage managers and 
Katie, a seasoned veteran, 
needed a partner. Emily quickly 
accepted the position and says 
that the fact that she only has 
stage experience with one show 
rarely affects the pair. “We work 
well together,” she says. “Katie 
has a lot of experience, and I’m 
actually really organized.” 
   Emily says she is so glad she 
took the chance to try drama, 
saying, “I’ve made so many 
friends from it.”

The main characters pose in costume for a frightning family portrait during a rehearsal for The Addams Family. Dani-
elle Diersing ‘15 is pictured bottom right in her full Wednesday attire (Photo courtesy, Ms. B.)

   “The whole point is that even though on the 
outside [the Addams family doesn’t] seem very 
normal, they all care about each other and have 
loving relationships with one another, which in 
a way makes them more average than Lucas’ 

“perfect” suburban family.”

B. explains her vision for how 
the scene physically plays out 
and the actors try it. They run the 
segment and make adjustments 
until everyone feels comfortable 
with it and Ms. B. likes the final 
product. After they are officially 
done blocking a scene, the actors 
are expected to have it memo-
rized by the next rehearsal, often 
the next day.    
   Besides memorizing lines, ac-
tors do a lot of other preparation 
for their roles outside of formal 

rehearsals. Since shows like The 
Addams Family include such 
well-known characters, many 
actors have been doing research 
on their family member. Danielle 
has focused more on studying the 
Broadway version of Wednesday 
than the original child version 
of her because she has a unique 
challenge. “I have to portray an 
angsty teenager, which I’m not 
in real life,” she says. Instead, 
Danielle has been using the vid-
eos of the Broadway Wednesday 
that she has found online to help 
her craft a Wednesday that comes 
off “as a teenager that the audi-
ence can relate to and like.”

“The age of the 
theatre adds to 
the ambiance 

of The Addams 
Family as a 

whole.”

“I have to portray an angsty teen-
ager, which I’m not in real life”

   This family-friendly comedy is 
sure to be a crowd pleaser, and 
even teach a few lessons.
   “The whole point is that even 
though on the outside [the Ad-
dams family doesn’t] seem very 
normal, they all care about each 
other and have loving relation-
ships with one another, which in 
a way makes them more average 

than Lucas’ “perfect” suburban 
family.”
   Performance dates are 
March 5, 6, 7, and 8.  
Tickets can be purchased 
in the main office. Get 
yours soon because 
Saturday is already sold 
out!
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   Did you spend your Valen-
tine’s Day alone?  Complete with 
Netflix, ice cream, and the hashtag 
‘Forever Alone?’  If so, you’re 
not the only one.  Many girls are 
in the same non-love-boat as you.  
Believe it or not 85% of girls at 
Mercy did not have plans with a 
boy on V-day.  Yes, that is a made 
up statistic to make you feel bet-
ter about not having a date. So if 
you’re sick of seeing those ‘perf 
insta-couples’ that you like to say 
you hate, but secretly envy, here 
are some dating tips that are prov-
en to be 
foolproof 
in getting 
you that in-
sta-worthy, 
#relation-
shipgoals, 
200-likes-
for-sure 
date:
1.  Always 
text a boy 
multiple 
times in a 
row, with 
LOTS of 
emojis- if 
I learned 
anything 
from those 
middle 
school 
AIM days, 
it’s that 
boys love 
to hear that shrill, dinging alert 

over, and over, and over again.  
And remember, the more charac-
ters the betttttteeeerrrrr.
2.  Show up at his house-  Driv-
ing to this kids’ house is the 
right (or left depending on where 
he lives) way to go.  Most boys 
love surprises, and what better 
surprise to give your boy, than 
you in the flesh?
3.  Talk about personal hygiene- 
A gross, sweaty boy can totally 
relate to the Mercy Girl way of 
showering every other day.  And 
trust me, he totally wants to 
compare notes on how long you 

can go without bath-
ing.  Don’t forget 
to mention that you 
haven’t shaved in 
2 months (that was 
NOT a reference to 
myself)!
4.  Dress to im-
press - First dates 
and appearances are 
everything, so be sure 
to wear something 
memorable.  I sug-
gest a casual, denim, 
Amish skirt.  It shows 
off your ankles which 
is a sure fire way to 
get that second date.  
And don’t forget the 
shoes!  A nice pair 
of green Crocs will 
highlight your sense 
of style.

5.  Take as many pictures 
with him as possible - 

Boys LOVE posing for pics.  The 

more you take the better.  Always 
be sure to keep snapping them in 
the same pose until you get the 

absolutely 
perfect one. Trust me, he really 
cares a lot about how good he 
looks in the picture you’re trying 
to put on instagram.
6.  Tweets, retweets, and favor-
ites- It is crucial to always tweet, 
retweet, and favorite things that 
pertain to him and your relation-
ship.  Not only does he want to 
know how you REALLY feel, but 
so does everyone else!  Do not 
forget the subtweets about how 
cute he is either!  No one thinks 
those are annoying at all!
7.  You are more important than 
his video games - Boys and their 

Xbox’s are like moms and Face-
book; they do not stop using it.  
We do not know why, but 
I have a theory that it’s be-
cause video games actually 
make their brains bigger, if 
that’s even possible.  The 
best thing you can do when 
a boy is ‘in the game zone’ 
is to turn off his game 
system.  He won’t be mad 
at all!  In fact, he’ll be the 
one apologizing to you for 
ignoring you!
8.  Watch sports with 
them, and try to get into 
it - Whether it be football, 
basketball, baseball, or 
even a simple game of toss 
and catch, boys love any-
thing that revolves around 
a spherical object called 
a ball.  I know I’m not 
speaking for all girls, but I 
do not understand the fascination.  
So if you’re like me, and you find 
yourself with a boy during a sport-
ing event, the best possible thing 
you can do is pretend like you 
know exactly what you’re talk-
ing about.  My go to line for this 
situation is, “Did you see Michael 
Jordan’s touchdown last night?!  I 
can’t believe that the Reds subbed 
him for Peyton Manning!”  All the 
boys will be astounded that you 
know so much!
9.  Be a good dancer -  Scene: 
it’s Friday, you’ve got good plans 
with your squad, and you look 
fresh to death with your swag, 
green Crocs (see tip 4).  You 

arrive at the destination, and this 
party is BUMPIN’.  You and your 

girls 
hit the 
floor 
and 
start 
bust-
ing the 
sickest 
moves.  
You ca-
sually 
glance 
over 
to the 
door 
and 
who 
do you 
see?  

Your perfect 
idea of a 
#MCM.  What 

should you do?  Dance.  Dance 
over to that stud in the most ob-
noxious way you can.  As soon as 
he sees your fly moves, he won’t 
be able to resist.
10.  Do not follow any of these 
tips - If you haven’t realized by 
now, these are some pretty bogus 
dating tips.  If you truly feel like 
you’re missing out, don’t.  Boys 
are yucky, and have cooties, and 
who wants to be around them?  
Just kidding, the real way to get a 
guy is to just be yourself.  When 
you find one who likes you for 
that, that’s when you know you’ve 
found yourself the insta-worthy, 
#relationshipgoals, 200-likes-for-
sure boy.

How to not be alone
By Julia Von Allmen ‘16

Emojis, lots of characters, and persis-
tence; triple threat.

The sappier, the better.

Obviously killing the moves and 
the outfits. Perfect example of 
what to do.
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Roll, shoot, dive into winter sports
   Lace up your shoes. Put on 
your cap. Step onto the court. 
Mercy’s Winter Sports season is 
heading into the final lap. As se-
nior nights come to a conclusion 
and records are broken, it’s safe 
to say that this winter has been a 
success.
BOWL-
ING: 
   First, 
seniors 
Mary 
Bowman 
and Tori 
Bracket 
led the 
bowling 
team. The 
varsity 
team is 
finishing 
up its sea-
son, the 
Bobcats 
have a 
total of 
12 wins 
so far and 
hopefully 
that num-
ber will 
continue 
to roll 
into the 
end of the 
season. 
Tori 
Brack-
ett was 
named 
First Team 
GGCL and Meghan Lanter 
named Second Team. Mary 
Bowman was named GGCL 
First Team and Player of the 
Year. When this article went to 
print, the bowling Bobcats were 
in second place at the Sectional 
match after two games. The top 7 
teams qualify to Districts. Good 
luck to bowling on the rest of the 
season!
SWIMMING:
 Seniors Megan Buse, Lauren 
Gallagher, and Megan Vorm-
brock led the AquaCats.  The 
team has stroked to many suc-
cessful meets, finishing 4th in 

 the Mason Invitational out of 19 
teams. 
  The AquaCats swam to victory 
at the GGCL meet when many 
members beat their personal 
records. During prelims, senior 
Megan Buse was 1st place   and 
Kara Heckmueller qualified 

2nd in the 50 fly at the Coaches 
Classic. The pack of AquaCats 
headed to Sectionals 
on Valentines Day, where Megan 
Buse and Amanda Scola individ-
ually qualified for Districts. Two 
relays qualifying as well. Dis-
tricts took place on February 22, 
where Megan Buse qualified for 
State in the 100yard breaststroke, 
and not just that she broke the 
school record. Lauren Buse, 
Megan Buse, Kara Heckmuller, 
and Amanda Scola all recieved 
GGCL Honorable Mention All 
Stars. 

BASKETBALL: 
Seniors Meggie Hartmann, 
Emma Bley, Brooklynn Stur-
wold, Dejah Locke, Alexis 
VonHolle, and manager Sabrina 
Mack led the basketball team 
this year.  
   The team pulled together to 

get the “W” 
over Colerain, 
Harrison, St. 
Ursula, and 
Oak Hills.  
They fought 
against Seton, 
with many 
comebacks, 
mascot dance 
offs with the 
unofficial 
victory for 
the Bobcats, 
exciting mo-
ments, and 
sore voices 
the next morn-
ing. Although 
the Bobcats 
didn’t prevail 
in the end, the 
cheering sec-
tion was never 
disappointed 
and applauded 
Mercy’s 
amazing effort 
that was put 
forth on the 
court. 
   The whole 
team enjoyed 
their trip to 

San Francisco, 
which takes place every other 
year with all of the Mercy teams 
around the country. The trip en-
tailed sightseeing and many new 
memories for the team to share. 
  This postseason, the Varsity 
team played their Sectional game 
on February 23 against Walnut 
Hills at Kings. Sadly the Bobcats 
didn’t win and fell to the Eagles 
66-58. The team should be proud 
of their effort and dedication dur-
ing the season. GGCL Winter All 
Stars were named with Emma 
Bley making First Team, Sarah 
Leyendecker Second Team, and 
De’Jah Locke Honorable Men-

tion. Every year we anticipate the  
conclusion of the bitter tempera-
tures, sadly once the weather 
starts to get warmer, the winter 
sports season comes to a hault. 
As we say goodbye to an excit-
ing season, we wait the arrival of 
warm weather and the blooming 
of lacrosse, softball, and track in 
the spring season. 

*cheered while 
ahead of an 
opponent* 
Apples, bananas, 
grapefruit, cactus! 
WE PLAY YOUR 
TEAM JUST FOR 
PRACTICE!

*cheered while 
dominating that 
one green school*
WOOF WOOF, 
BOW WOW, SETON 
EAT YOUR PUPPY 
CHOW! 

*cheered after a 
victory*
Mother of Mercy, 
ring out your name!
Yes, it is you, MMH, 
we proudly pro-
claim. Our alma 
mater, greatest and 
best; Glad to show 
it and we’ll let the 
whole world know 
it! Loyal we stand 
and true we re-
main.
We’ll raise our 
voices to shout our 
happy refrain!
Our white & blue 
mean dare and do
For Mother of 
Mercy High!

By Liz Neville ‘15

As everyone was expecting, the 
blue Bobcat totally dominated in 
the Mercy-Seton mascot dance 
off. Eat your puppy chow, Bull-
dogs!

       Maria Vetter ‘15 getting cozy with the Bobcat

Little Women: making classic lit #relatable
By Olivia Short ‘17
   All in all, I’d 100% recommend 
Little Women at the Cincinnati 
Shakespeare Company. Go see 
it with your mom, your sister, 
your grandma, your aunt, your 
cousin, your stepmom, your best 
friend who feels like a sister. The 
show is such a perfect snapshot 
of female family life that any girl 
would find it timeless. I promise 
you’ll see yourself, your fam-
ily, and your friends somewhere 
in this show. At the same time, 
you’ll leave with so much more 
appreciation for the women in 
your life.

“The bonds 
of sisterhood 
really came to 
life onstage.”

   You’ll find Little Women tucked 
away at the Company theater on 
Race Street (which a pig statue 
dressed as Hamlet makes easy to 
find). The theater itself is small 
and cozy-- it’s like a real-life 
dollhouse in the middle of down-
town Cincy. The 30-something 
rows of seats are usually packed, 
but somehow you don’t mind 
so much. It’s lovely, even with 
someones’s Chex Mix spilled all 
over the floor. 
  At first, I was hesitant about the 
show itself. Re-enactments of the 
1800’s don’t always reach out 
and grab you. But I was proven 
SO wrong: the show was lively, 
emotional, and engaging at every 
turn. 
   Little Women follows the lives 
of the March sisters: responsible 
Meg, loudmouthed Jo, timid 
Beth, and headstrong Amy. The 
play is set over a number of 
years, giving us the chance to 
watch each girl progress into 

adulthood. We get to know them 
them through skit-length “mini 
stories” of about 2-10 minutes.
   Most of the first half is just 
good childhood fun. The sisters 
dance, read stories, spy on 
neighbors, and make fun of their 
crotchety old aunt behind her 
back. It’s uplifting, and speaks 
true of sisterhood. I could see 
myself and my sister years ago-- 
and even a glimpse of Mama’s 
stories about the aunts as chil-
dren. The bonds of sisterhood 
really came to life onstage.
   But don’t get me wrong-- ugly 
aspects are given just as much 
realism as the warm fuzzy things. 
In some scenes, the girls’ feuds 
go too far. Someone always 
ends up sorry; that stomach-drop 
feeling of accidentally hurting a 
loved one is captured perfectly. 
Kudos to the actresses for going 
from zero to “oh God sorry I 
didn’t mean it sorry sorry oh my 
God” in a matter of seconds.

   The show isn’t shy about pain 
or grief either. Separation, ill-
ness, and even death affect the 
March family throughout the 
show. Characters go through the 
grieving process in a very raw, 
visible way. Those who have 
grieved recently may want to 
heed this with caution -- it has 
the potential to dig up your pain 
all over again.  
  Marriage and love take the 
reign eventually, but not in the 
stale white bread way you’re 
probably imagining. There’s a 
key theme on marriage: the pres-
sure on poor women to “marry 
up” in society. At the time, 
this was a “duty to the family” 
that fell upon many poor girls’ 
shoulders… including the March 
sisters. All I can say is that this 
plays a part each girl’s love life. 
(Also, buckle your seatbelt for 
some huge plot twists).
   You’ll feel a whole mess of 
emotions: joy, gratitude, sad-

ness, and love. I felt closer to my 
mom by the end of the night (and 
ended up giving hugging her for 
a full five minutes).
   The show runs for the next four 
weeks. There are two acts, the 
first 73 minutes and the second 
64 minutes, with a 15-minute 
intermission in between. Scan 
below for more information from 
the Cincinnati Shakespeare Com-
pany’s website:

(This information is also avail-
able at http://cincyshakes.com/
events/little-women)

Brush up 
on your 
cheers!
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   Way back in 2006, while we 
sang and danced with the new 
Disney movie, High School 
Musical, major discoveries were 
occurring in China in the city 
of Qijang. 
Local farmers 
were attempt-
ing to dig up 
a fishpond 
when they 
discovered a 
long skeleton. 
This dragon 
turned out 
to be a new 
species of di-
nosaur, about 
50 feet long 
and thought 
to have lived 
160 million 
years ago.
   A team of paleontologists were 
only able to find its skull, body 
and tail. They haven’t found 

   During the 1959 revolution in 
Cuba, Fidel Castro took power 
and Cuba officially became an 
atheistic state. That was 56 years 
ago. Now, in the small town of 
Sandino, preparations are being 
made to build the first Catholic 
church since the revolution.

   When the revolution took 
place, religious people, espe-
cially Catholics, were believed to 
be sympathetic toward the wrong 
side, the Batista regime. This 
resulted in the Cuban govern-
ment seizing all church property 
and thousands of priests being 
thrown in jail.
   From 1959 to 1998 there were 
no relations between the Cuban 
government and the Catholic 
Church. Then, in 1998, Pope 

   Isis, a terrorist threat, has 
recently kidnapped several hos-
tages and killed several people 
as well. They have even made 
videos of themselves execut-
ing people, as proof. Due to 
these recent events and past 
acts of terrorism, President 
Obama has asked Congress 
for authority to continue to 
use military forces against 
Isis.
    Back in August, people 
said Obama had enough 
authority to send troops, 
without asking Congress. 
But they have decided that 
Congress needs to debate and 
approve any plans regarding Isis. 
Senator Tim Kaine, a Demo-
crat, has believed all along that 

Faith, terror and dinosaurs make recent headlines
Chinese “dragon” myths based on dinosaurBy Jessica Whitman ‘18

Myths about dragons may have been based on this dinosaur. Photo 
courtesy to Jessica Whitman ‘18

Congress considers ground troops 
against Isis

John Paul II visited the island 
and tensions began to ease. 
Christmas regained its recogni-
tion as a holiday and Cubans 
who practiced their faiths were 
more accepted.
   Finally, in 2015, requests to 
build churches were approved. 

Reverend Cirilo 
Castro, who currently 
travels throughout 
the province to 
spread his ministry, 
has said that he will 
officiate at the new 
church in Sandino. 
A church in Tampa, 
Florida has raised the 
majority of the mon-
ey for the church, 
which will take about 
2 years to build and, 
when completed, will 
hold 200 people.
   In the early 1960’s, 
Digna Martinez and 
her family were 
forced to move to 
Sandino. She had 
been a Catholic 
her entire life and 
thought the worst 
part of moving was 
that there wouldn’t 
be a church there. 
According to CNN, 

she said, “Having a church is 
very important. Many of the 
people here were brought up 
Catholic and need a church. We 
were baptized and prayed when 
we went to bed and woke up, just 
like our parents and grandparents 
taught us.”
   Since there is enough money, 
construction materials, and they 
have permission, the residents 
of Sandino, Cuba will have their 
church, after 56 years of waiting.

“Having a 
church is very 
important. 
Many of the 
people here 
were brought 
up Catholic 
and need a 
church.”

First Catholic church in 
Cuba in years

Graphic by Jessica Whitman ‘18

any hand or foot bones. This has 
reminded the local farmers of 
mythical Chinese dragons. They 
have named the creature Qijan-
glong, which means dragon of 

Qijang.
   Although this “dragon” dino-
saur was discovered nine years 
ago, the news of its existence 

Congress should be involved. 
According to CNN he said, “If 
we’re going to ask people to risk 
their lives, then Congress ought 
to do our job and put our thumb 

print on this mission and say, it is 
in the national interest.”
   The biggest issue in this 
request is whether or not we 

will send military forces on the 
ground. Other issues include 
time limits and geographical 
limits on the ground troops.
   It is unsure whether or not this 

will be 
passed. 
The 
House, 
Senate, 
and even 
armed 
forces 
com-
mittees 
have a 

lot of debating to do. A Demo-
cratic aide of the Senate said that 
this issue would not be voted on 
until at least Memorial Day.

was not published until the last 
week of January. This report re-
vealed that the dinosaur belongs 
to the group of dinosaurs known 
as mamenchisaurids. This type of 

dinosaur 
has a 
neck that 
makes up 
half their 
length and 
is found 
only in 
Asia.
   The 
Qijan-
glong is 
on display 
in a local 
museum 
but will 
soon 

be moved to a bigger museum, 
which is currently under con-
struction.
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      On January 23, 140 freshman 
committed to Mother of Mer-
cy’s class of 2019.  I inter-
viewed 4 incoming freshman 
about what attracted them to 
Mercy. My decision to come 
to Mercy was prompted by 
my older sister’s choice, and 
it was intriguing to see other 
girls’ reasons that I had never 
even considered. Seeing the 
Mercy community from their 
perspective gave me a whole 
new love for the school.
      “I was first interested in 
Mercy when I heard about all 
the fun and different events 
going on. I also had family 
and friends who influenced me 
to do the activities at Mercy” 
says Sam Wassler, an 8th grader 
at Our Lady of  Visitation. Sam 
went to Christmas on Campus, 
many of the Juinior Bobcat 
events, and played basketball 
with the Mercy Sharks for the 
last two years. She says her 
shadow experience was what 
really finalized her decision. “I 
felt like I fit in with everyone and 
was in 
love 
with the 
school.”
      Tay-
lor 
Drapp, an 8th grader at St.  
Antoninus, always felt comfort-
able playing in Mercy’s gym for 
tournaments, and that led her 

to attend open house, summer 
camps, and Mercy as a shadow.  
“My shadow visit was very 

helpful in making my decision. 
Mercy’s academics were impres-
sive and I finally was able to visit 
the locker room, but what      I 
loved most was Mercy’s friendly 
atmosphere and the awesome 
cookie dough at lunch!” Taylor is 
also the first in her family to go 
to Mercy and is excited to start 
her own legacy.
     “The long history that my 

family has at Mercy is what first 
got me interested. I have always 
loved Mercy because all of my 
family went there and my cousin 

played volleyball for Mercy so 
I grew up going to all of her 
games” Alyssa Overbeck says, 

an 8th grader at 
Visitation.  Alyssa 
loves Mercy’s 
athletic program 
and hopes to play 
volleyball and 
basketball next 
year.  “They were 
all very welcom-
ing and nice” 
Alyssa says of the 
staff and student 
body.
     Not everyone 
has support when 
making a high 

school decision.  
Anna Schwierjo-

hann, from St. Antoninus, has 
three older sisters who attend or 
have graduated from a different 
high school, and yet she com-
mitted to Mercy.  “They don’t 
approve of me going to Mercy 
but I feel like I belong here and I 
want to be a Mercy Bobcat.”
      Anna says she first con-
sidered Mercy after going to a 
sporting event and seeing how 

energetic and nice the 
Mercy cheering section 
was. “Seeing how much 
pride they had in their 
school made me want to 
feel the same thing, and 

I feel pride in my decision.”
     For many, Mercy’s excel-
lent athletic program had zero 
influnece on their choice to 

committ to the class of 2019. “I 
don’t plan to play sports in high 
school, and I made my decision 
based off of the fine arts and 
strong academics that Mercy 
offers.’ says Laura Tenhundfeld, 
also from St. Antoninus. Laura 
loved all of the art classes avail-
able to her and is very excited to 
take Fundamentals of Art next 
year. 

     A topic of interest for the in-
coming freshman was the block 
scheduling. “I’m kinda nervous 
about how long the classes are. 
I get bored in my current classes 
and they are half the length!” 
says Sam Wassler. Taylor dis-
agrees: “I am excited for how 
long the classes are. I feel like 

Sam Wassler poses next to her sign shortly after 
committing to the class of 2019.

Fresh opinions from incoming freshman
By Erin McKenna ‘18

“I feel like I belong here and I 
want to be a Mercy Bobcat.”

the extra length will make it so 
much easier to get things done.” 
Of course, having an extra day to 
complete your homework is al-
ways welcome. “Especially when 
sports seasons begin, having that 
extra day will be so helpful for 
me, when I will have a practice 
every single day.” Alyssa says.
     All of the incoming freshman 
said they were exciting about 

meeting new 
friends and 
starting fresh.  
“I’m also look-
ing forward to 
go on service 
trips, playing 
sports, and 
seeing how the 
block schedule 
will work.” says 
Alyssa.
     Right now 
none of the 
girls seem 
nervous about 
entering high 
school. Through 
shadowing, 
sports games, 

and recruiting 
events, these girls 

are certain they made the right 
choice and are looking forward 
to the next four years. Taylor is 
confident in her choice and feels 
nothing but excitement. “I’m not 
nervous about anything. I know 
Mercy was the best choice for 
me and it will be a great experi-
ence.”

Taylor and Alyssa are all smiles at the Admission 
with Distinction dinner.
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Mercy girls go to court
By Jenna Minnelli ‘16

   “May it please the court.” The 
2015 Mock Trial team recites 
this phrase during practices, in 
front of classes, and even to their 
friends. And these five words 
were repeated with one thought 
in mind: district competitions.
   The teams spent four months, 
seventeen practices, and over 
51 hours on a single court case 
that they presented in front of a 
series of judges. In mock trial, 
the girls are split into two teams: 
the plaintiff side and the defense 
side. After spending a series of 
Mondays going over amend-
ments and laws, the girls are split 
yet again into roles, which can 
vary from attorney to witness. 
Mercy girls learn their roles in-
side and out before competitions. 
All schools in the state of Ohio 
are given the same court case, 
but it is their delivery of the case 
that will make or break them. “In 
the final competition, you go up 
against the opposite side from 
another school,” Megan Spraul 

‘16 says. “Judging is 
based on points awarded. 
There are two judges. 
If there is a tie, a third 
judge will give a point to 
whoever they think is the 
winning team.”
   But judging isn’t always 
easy. “Our mock trial 
team is very competitive 
compared to the best 
schools in the state,” says 
Ms. Antons, the mock 
trial moderator. That third 
tie-breaker judge is often 
needed for Mercy mock 
trial cases. Four legal 
advisors come to practices 
and help the girls write 
up their legal statements. 
“They have a lot of experi-
ence that can help you,” 
Maria Feist ‘16 said of 
the legal advisors. “A lot 
of what they help us with 
is how to say what we’re 
trying to say more eloquently,” 
Spraul added.
   Around the board, public 

speaking is one thing that the 
Mercy girls say they get out of 
mock trial. But even more than 
that, mock trial helps the girls 
develop qualities that they will 
need in the future, as Olivia Mul-
len ‘17 puts it.
   “The mock trial girls can think 
on their feet more quickly than 
the average 
Mercy student 
could.” Ms. 
Antons says. 
Ms. Antons 
even adds that 
joining mock 
trial gives you 
a love of the 
law, which will 
help during 
the senior year 
government 
class.
   This love of the law is what 
caused the legal advisors to help 
coach the Mercy girls. Abby 
Chermely ‘07, lawyer and clerk 

for Hamilton County Courts, 
came back to share this love. 
“When I returned to Cincinnati 
to begin law school, I wanted to 
give back to the community in a 
meaningful way,” she says. “The 
best way I could think to ac-
complish that goal was to coach 
mock trial at Mercy.”

   And even if law isn’t your 
interest, mock trial provides 
an acting environment that the 
girls love. “As a witness, I get to 
create a character,” Feist says. 

Interested in Mock Trial?
Mock trial meets every Monday 

from 6-9 in the months of 
October through January. 

It is a long season, but all 
mock trial girls agree that it 

is worth it. 

Informational sessions for the 
2015-2016 mock trial season 
will be held in the fall of 

next school year.

The Mercy Mock Trial plaintiff and defense sides pose before the UC tournament. 
Photo courtesy Ms. Antons

 “The mock trial girls 
can think on their feet 
more quickly than the 
average Mercy student 

could.” 

“You have to bring the charac-
ter’s personality to life, so it is 
a lot like drama.” Mock trial, 
as the girls say, is drama for the 
thinking student. The girls are 
continuously thinking of how to 
win the case for their team, while 
remaining in their roles.
   The Mercy mock trial team 
went to the district competi-
tion on Friday, January 30. In 
order for the girls to move on 
to regionals, both Mercy teams 
(plaintiff and defense) had to win 
their cases. Unfortunately, only 
the Mercy defense side won the 
case. However, as Spraul says of 
the plaintiff side, “It was one of 
the closest cases the judges had 
seen.”
   The season may be over for the 
mock trial team, but the lessons 
they learned are not. “No matter 
what,” Ms. Antons says, “at the 
end of the year, I am unbeliev-
ably proud of their hard work 
and dedication.”
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By Andrea Smith ‘15

Seniors
   Sara Dressman can hula hoop 
and play the flute at the same 
time.
   Nicole Wogenstahl participates 
archery.
   Lyndsi Kohls and her mom are 
going to Guatemala with a group 
called Cooperation for Education 
(CoEd). They are going to bring 
school supplies and after school 
activities to the children. They 
will be traveling each day from 
city to city to give many schools 
this opportunity.
   Kathryn Scheurer is going to 
Spain to visit her foreign ex-
change student.
   Jill Stern met president Obama 
her sophomore year in Septem-
ber when her dad spoke at the 
National Democratic Convention 
(NDC). Her dad was asked to 
meet Obama in a special meet and 
greet when he spoke in Cincin-
nati. She also met George Bush in 
2004 at a town hall meeting.
Juniors
   Malina Kellogg has ten dogs.
   Claire Zernich’s brother is on 
a reality television show called 
Breaking Greenville on truTV. 
   Rosie Knight is “always happy” 
according to one of her swimming 
teammates.
   Giorgia Close is fluent in Ger-
man.
   Jessica Coors has been dancing 
since she was three.
   Katie Cavanagh has double 
jointed hips.
Sophomores
   Katie Hornsby  participates in 
Eskrima stick fighting called Kali. 
It is a form of martial arts from 
the  Philippines. 
   Natalie St.George Irish dances.
   Maddie Haberthy is a triplet.
   Elizabeth Meyer has a black belt 
in karate.
   Mary Beiter’s family hunts deer 
and makes deer meat.
   Julia (Sophomore) and Olivia 

(Freshman) Bley synchronize 
swim together as sisters.
Freshman
   Abbey Gowan-Stevenson is a  
Police Explorer for Delhi.
   Ronnie Freudiger works at a 
haunted house.
   Shelby Holt has been to France 
twice in an exchange program.
   Sirena Cunningham has been 
Miss Ohio teen USA.
   Alyson O’Connell has been part 
of a movie.

Look inside Student Spotlight

Across:
3. a sweetened food made with sugar
4. tightly holding someone in your arms
5. a state of mutual trust and support between allied nations
10. a sweetened solid block made from roasted and ground 
cacao seeds
11. a prickly bush or shrub that typically bears red,pink, yel-
low, or white
12. romantic appointment
13. anonymously loving someone from afar
14. a hollow muscular organ pumps the blood through the 
circulatory system

Down:
1. feeling of excitement
2. god of desire, attraction, and 
affection
6. used as a term of endearment 
or affectionate of address
7. sign of love
8. intense feeling of deep af-
fection
9. seed bearing part of plant 
surrounded by brightly colored 
petals
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Valentine’s Day wrap up
By Caroline Steinmetz’17
   Valentine’s Day, a day full of 
red, white, cupid, and hearts, 
has passed Mercy, and we have 
survived. Inspired by the love in 
the air, I decided to talk to some 
teachers and faculty about their 
loved ones. 
   Mrs. Becker’s husband 
proposed to her by creating a 
scavenger hunt. “I walked into 
my apartment and saw an aisle 
runner, flowers, and a cake with 
a wedding topper,” she said. Her 
husband then took her down the 
hall where she read a card that 
said, “Turn around I’m down on 
one knee asking you,” and when 
Mrs. Becker turned around her 
husband said, “to marry me.”
   American Literature teacher, 
Mrs. Brandel, married her high 
school sweetheart, Danny. One 
night she came home to see an 
entire outfit laid out on her bed 
for her. “He left a note say-
ing ‘We have dinner at 6, wear 
this,’” Mrs. Brandel said. He 
then took her downtown to her 
favorite restaurant, Boca. Later 
she learned her husband went to 
her favorite store, and with the 
help of a sales associate, picked 
out a great outfit for her. 
  One night after learning of 
his wife’s bad day, Mr. Burton 
decided to make dinner. While 
his wife was napping, Mr. Burton 
ran to the store and prepared a 

delicious dinner of cake and ice 
cream. While this is not the most 
ordinary dinner it was greatly 
appreciated. 
   After knowing about her love 
of yellow roses, for Valentine’s 
day one year Mrs. Harris’s 
husband got her an entire yellow 
rose bush. 
 

While we celebrate Valentine’s Day every February 14th without question do you know 
where Valentine’s Day originated from? While to you a “valentine” might be a piece of 
candy, the word actually refers back to St. Valentine.

Valentine’s Day around the world
   While we were eating chocolate and watching chick 
flicks, other countries celebrated Valentine’s Day with 
their own traditions. 
   In Canada, Valentine’s Day means balls and parties 
occurring across the country.  Like America, common 
gifts are roses, chocolates, candies and cards. In Canada 
younger children exchange candies and junior high 
students celebrate the holiday at Valentine’s Day dance 
parties. 
   In Australia the popularity of Valentine’s Day is increas-
ing: 90% of people ages 18-24 celebrate this day of love. 
Australians tend to use Valentine’s Day to spend with 
family, friends, and neighbors. 
   In Denmark festivals are thrown throughout the coun-
try. The three most popular traditions of Valentine’s Day 
are to give a lover’s card, white flowers, and the tradition 
of writing funny, romantic, love poems written between 
young couples called Gaekkebrev. 
   In India Valentine’s Day is seen as a western tradition 
but is still very popular among teens.
   In China, they do not celebrate Valentine’s Day. They 
have their own day of love called the Festival of the 
Double Sevens.

“I walked into my apartment and saw an aisle runner, flowers, and a cake with a wed-
ding topper.” Mrs. Becker

“He left a note saying we have dinner at 6, wear this,” 
Mrs. Brandel said.


