
           Photo courtesy Mrs. Daniel.
  Mrs. Daniel is our new director 
of marketing and communications.
    Mrs. Daniel was born and raised 
in Cincinnati in North College Hill. 
She said, “My mom, Mrs. Schnier,  
taught here, my Dad used to teach, 
my sister’s a teacher, my husband’s 
a teacher, so I like and feel comfort-
able in the school atmosphere.” 
   Mrs. Daniel went to McAuley 
where she was a part of her school 
newspaper and all of the musicals.     
After high school she went to Ball 
State for college and majored in 
musical theatre. She then got her 
masters degree in journalism from 
Ohio University. 
   Before Mercy, Mrs. Daniel worked 
at WLWT News 5 station, producing 
news stories. She really liked this, 
because the job was different every 
day and was always exciting. How-
ever, the terrible hours made Mercy 
seem like a better place for her.
   Mrs. Daniel is married to an 
English teacher, has a 16-month-
old daughter, and a 5-year-old dog 
named Rooney. 
   One thing she really likes about 
Mercy is the positive learning envi-
ronment. “I like how Mercy- and 
all the sisters of Mercy- focus 
on leadership roles for young 
women.” She also likes that Mercy 
focuses on a good Christian center 
that gives a good foundation and 
that the Mercy environment is very 

welcoming to all of our unique dif-
ferences. 
   Something Mrs. Daniel would 
change about Mercy would be to just 
make others more aware of us as a 
school.
   Mrs. Daniel’s job makes her a 
part of almost everything. She goes 
to almost all Mercy events to take 
pictures and is in contact with most 
clubs to know what interesting things 
we can tell others about Mercy.  
   Recently, Mrs. Daniel has been set-
ting up the online donation website 
for Mercy, taking pictures during 
the walk, and is very excited for this 
falls musical and plans on going with 
her daughter and nephew.

  

    Mr. Evert in his new classroom.
Photo taken by Jessica Whitman ‘18

    Mr. Evert is our new technology 
teacher.
   “I’m here to help everyone here 
with technology and information 
science.” 
   He graduated from the University 
of Texas where he studied physics 
and mathematics, but got into teach-
ing because of a chance conversa-
tion.
   “It all happened at a picnic. I was 
having a picnic with a friend and her 
mother, when her mother mentioned 
a position at the local private school 
for a math tutor. I was looking for a 
part-time job at the time and I started 
at Waine Lake Academy and I really 
enjoyed it... I’ve been teaching ever 

since.”
   Mr. Evert was born in Omaha, 
Nebraska, but raised in Dallas, 
Texas. He and his wife moved to 
Ohio because his wife had a promo-
tion opportunity. They are raising 
their two children; Alex, age 13 and 
Katie, 11.
   In his free time Mr. Evert likes 
to spend time with family, read, or 
play with robotics. He has worked 
at several other schools, but he came 
to Mercy because he feels very 
passionately about helping young 
women with information technology. 
“I guess I just like the phi-
losophy and instruction here at 
Mercy.”
   Mr. Evert loves Mercy’s food, 
especially the soups. He has already 
made a few friends among the staff 
who are, “very helpful and support-
ive.”

Mr. Brady’s Mercy golf  team picture.
Photo courtesy Mrs. Brady.

   Mr. Brady is our new director of 
software and technology!
   One of the new additions to 
Mercy’s technical team is Mr. Dustin 
Brady. Our new Bobcat comes from 
Colerain and attended Cincinnati 
State, receiving his degree in net-
work enginering because he “likes 
things that are always changing.” 
Since there always seems to be 
something new or changing at Mercy 
he should really enjoy his time here.   

   Mercy may be the first school 
where he has worked, but this isn’t 
his first time at Mercy. This is actu-
ally his second year being a coach 
for Mercy’s junior varsity golf team.         
   Mr. Brady showed his sense of 
humor when asked what his job 
here at Mercy is, saying, “I’m still 
trying to figure that out.”  But, 
Mr. Brady followed that up saying 
that he is in charge of the software 
and technical components that make 
up Mercy. 
   “His connection” to MMH as he 
called her, is his wife Jenny Brady 
who works behind the big desk in 
the athletic office. This power couple 
of Mercy has a daughter named 
Violet, and Mr. Brady said he might 
even take her to see Mercy’s fall 
production of the TheWizard of Oz.  
   In addition to his family, Mr. 
Brady plays in a band that special-
izes in 80’s punk music. Lastly, Mr. 
Brady was not content just meerly 
answering questions, he has a ques-
tion for Mercy: he wants to know 
“Why everyone congregates in the 
middle of the halls?” Find this new 
Bobcat, with Mrs. Kroger in their 
office adjoined to the Mac lab. 

Mrs. Brandel with her A4 class. Photo 
courtesy Alli Gay ‘15

   Mrs. Brandel is our new English 
teacher!

   Mrs. Brandel teaches all of the 
sophomores American Literature, her 
favorite English course. At her past 
teaching job at Elder High School, 
she taught sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors and is “glad to be teaching 
one grade this year so she can get 
really close with them.”
   Ever since she was young, Mrs. 
Brandel knew that she wanted to 
be a teacher. She has a passion for 
filling her own mind with knowledge 
and loves passing that on to her stu-
dents. She believes in the education 
that we receive at Mercy and thinks 
that the “collegiate atmosphere,” 
block scheduling, and the indepen-
dence that the students are given are 
very beneficial. 
   In her free time, Mrs. Brandel 
loves to read, write, spend time 
outside, and attend concerts. She 
also enjoys art a great deal and runs 
races. 
   Mrs. Brandel is a graduate of the 
University of Toledo where she 
received a degree in English Educa-
tion. She is also currently studying 
Counseling at Xavier University so 
that she can better understand and 
help her students with difficulties 
they are having in their lives. She 
will be working with the guidance 
department during her free periods 
starting in the Spring.
   Mrs. Brandel is a Mercy alumnae 
and is very happy to be back! “I’m 
really excited to experience 
Mercy with you guys,” she said. 

Get ready to sleuth with Sherlock
By Olivia Short ‘17

Please note...
     We understand that students may have varying degrees of dis-
comfort with the topic of suicide. The play itself contains mentions 
of suicide and discusses suicidal thoughts; we recognize that these 
can be extremely stressful and triggering for some teens. Mrs. Brandel 
reassures any students who may be worried, saying, “It may hit close to 
home for some of you.  Be open with me or the counselors to talk about 
any uncertain feelings you may be experiencing.” Students can speak 
with Mrs. Brandel (whose room number is 215), or to the counselors. Our 
students’ comfort is the first priority.  

Sherlock Holmes, played by Steven Haulk, checks out a clue. 
Photo courtesy Sandy Underwood.

by Abby Cullen ‘15, Alli Gay ‘15, Caroline Steinmetz ‘17,  and Jessica Whitman ‘18

   This Thursday, Mercy will attend  
The Adventure of Sherlock Holmes 
and the Suicide Club at Cincinnati 
Playhouse in the Park. This show 
takes the familiar Sherlock Holmes 
story and shows the world-famous 
detective in a whole different stage 
of life.  
   Connie Yeager, PR Manager for 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, 
explains: “Sherlock is older in this 
show. He’s nearing the end of his ca-
reer… He feels like his mind isn’t so 
sharp anymore. He’s very depressed 
when we meet him.” 
   Yeager was careful to avoid spoil-
ers, but was clearly excited about the 
play’s historical setting. “It’s set in 
1914,” she said “right before World 
War I hits England.”
     The show is not derived from 
any of the original Sherlock Holmes 

novels. It is based on a three-part 
short story by Robert Louis Steven-
son titled The Suicide Club.  Ohio 
playwright Jeffrey Hatcher wrote the 
play’s original script which features 
Sherlock in an all-new mystery that 
begins with narration by Dr. Watson, 
who provides helpful background for 
the audience.
     Sherlock’s intellect and wit make 
him an extremely difficult character 
to play. Steven Haulk, who plays the 
role of Sherlock, certainly did his 
research. Haulk held a supporting 
role in the CBS series Elementary, 
a modern-day adaptation starring 
Jonny Lee Miller and Lucy Liu. He’s 
also featured in Law and Order. 
With this experience, Haulk will 
join nine other actors to perform The 
Adventure of Sherlock Holmes and 
the Suicide Club.

     Many Mercy students have not 
yet been to the Playhouse; Yea-
ger says they’re in for a pleasant 
surprise. “Live theater is different,” 
she explains, “it’s a living, breathing 
experience.” Yeager firmly believes 
that seeing a live show offers a level 
of excitement that no other form of 
media can match. “It’s communal,” 
she says, “it’s something we share... 
you don’t get that [experience] in a 

movie theater.”
     Live theater also combines music, 
lighting, and projections to tell a 
story uniquely. According to Yeager, 
these aspects take a prominent role 
in The Adventure of Sherlock Holmes 
and the Suicide Club. They even 
help students to solve the mystery 
alongside Sherlock. “You have to be 
pretty sharp to notice them,” Yeager 
says, “but there are a few clues 

hidden throughout projections and 
such.”
   Acting is a hefty job, especially 
at the Playhouse. The Adventure of 
Sherlock Holmes and the Suicide 
Club has only ten cast members, five 
of whom play multiple characters. 
The actors must adapt to many quick 
scence changes, with only a few pre-
cious seconds for costume change. 
Stage crew members are also under 
pressure to move large pieces of the 
set as quickly as possible.  
    Mercy will be following a special 
dress code on the day of the show. 
Our annual Playhouse visit is 
always considered a “dress-up” day, 
meaning that students can skip the 
uniform and wear fancier clothes. 
On these days, bobcats can choose 
dresses, skirts, or slacks. However, 
keep in mind that Mercy’s dress code 
prohibits jeans or short hemlines on 
dress-up days. The full dress code 
can be found on page 14 of this 
year’s Student Handbook. Keep the 
weather forecast in mind as well!
     Don’t forget there are several oth-
er activities schedule for Thursday. 
In the morning, Juniors will attend 
the Pin Ceremony while Freshmen 
and Sophomores browse the Club 
Carnival. Both events begin at 8.

Mercy welcomes newest faculty and staff members

We also give a big welcome 
to Ms. Judy Rigney who 

joins our Math department.  
She was unavailable for an 

interview.
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Advice from a senior: tips to survive the school year past September
Kristen Gandenberger ‘15

   By the end of 
September it becomes 
an undeniable fact: 
school is real. The newness 
of all of your school supplies 
has been rubbed off by the 
routine shuffling of the day, your 
neighbors are closing up their 
swimming pools in preparation 
for cooler weather, and the 
panic is setting in big time. For 
freshmen especially, this time 
can be a bit confusing. Sure, 
you know where all your classes 
are by now, you’ve gotten the 
hang of A and B days, and you 
understand how to work your 
iPad (and maybe even how to get 
past the firewall). But what about 

the important stuff? Passing your 
first quizzes and tests doesn’t 
mean that you’ve mastered the 
high school experience as a 
whole. Thankfully, I’ve survived 
three years and a month of 
Mercy so I’ve compiled some 
general advice for you freshmen 
to take to heart over the next year 
or four.

   1. Care about school. 
This statement might seem obvi-
ous and unnecessary now, but in 
late October when you have five 
tests and three projects due all in 
the span of one week right before 
the end of the quarter, it is easy 
to get burnt out and give up. But 
seriously, don’t do it. Working 
hard in school and really being 
diligent about your coursework 
makes the stressful whirlwind 
that is the college application 
process considerably less awful. 
Despite all of the paperwork and 
confusion, knowing that you 
have a strong transcript going 
for you can really help ease the 
frustration!

   2. With this said, try 
not to care too much 
about grades. It seems 
contradictory to dole out this 
advice after just preaching about 
doing your homework, but I do 
think it’s an important distinc-
tion. Though I feel that it is al-
ways important, and in your best 
interest to give your best effort, 
I just don’t like the idea of girls 
beating themselves up if that 

effort doesn’t always result in an 
A. It can be really difficult some-
times, but I really do think it’s 
better to focus on the learning as 
opposed to the grades. A number 
in Powerschool will never define 
you as a person. Reducing your-
self to that is simplistic and sells 
anyone, whether it be a straight 
A student or a straight C student, 
short. You owe it to yourself to 
try your best, but not to cry over 
your report card.

   3. Get involved! There 
are so many more things to do 
in high school than there are in 
grade school. The first quarter-
ish of high school is a great time 
to explore all these new options. 
However, the end of September 
can be a good time to reflect on 
the fifteen “first meetings” of 
clubs you may have attended 
and see what you want to stick 
with. The advice that resident 
Wonderful Person, Mrs. Koch 
will say whenever she talks to 
any student about college is that 
admissions people like to see 
long-term dedication in a few 
activities as opposed to shallow 
participation in all eight billion 
of Mercy’s clubs. Still, branch 
out and try new things, just be 
aware that I’m advising you to 
“do something,” not “do every-
thing.”

   4. Take advantage of 
your resources. Mercy 
has computers, laptops that can 
be lent out from the library, the 

library itself, and even multiple 
printers that work. We’re pretty 
lucky. The resource that is most 
underutilized in my opinion, 
though, is the staff. So many 
teachers I’ve worked with have 
been committed to making them-
selves available to me for help. 
   As I walk to my car after 
school, I often pass through the 
math hallway, and more often 
than not, see students writing 
on the whiteboards and asking 
questions. 
   Asking for help is such an un-
derrated thing that can help you 
as a student so much. Not only 
does individual attention help 
you better understand informa-
tion, but taking initiative in this 
way speaks to your character and 
work ethic as a person, which 
can help you in the realm of col-
lege recommendation letters, but 
also if you ever slip up and forget 
something or make a mistake. 
Being known to be responsible 
makes teachers more likely to 
give leeway when these things 
happen.
   
   Have more questions about 
how to survive the school year? 
Need some general life advice in 
these turbulent teenaged times? 
   Shoot us an email at 
mercyetcetera@gmail.com
and we’ll answer your questions 
in the next issue! 
   Put “senior adivce” in the sub-
ject line, and don’t worry about 
privacy, we’ll keep everyone 
anonymous!

Quick tips from 
the class of 2015
“Don’t burn your popcorn in 
the cafeteria microwaves.” 
-Nadya Streicher

“Make friends with your 
teachers!” -Danielle 
Diersing

“Put yourself out there. 
As cliche as it is, don’t be 
shy to be around another 
people.” -Emma Bley

“Savor your time with your 
friends while you can, 
because before you know 
it you’ll all leave each 
other for college.” -Hannah 
Schibi

“Don’t eat any food that 
Mr. Bonnici hands out. And 
stay on the right side of 
the hallway so you don’t 
use the wrong door and hit 
me in the face.” -Shannon 
Ferrier

“Don’t bring a date to GAA. 
It’s more fun to just goof off 
with your friends and not 
worry about it!” -Alli Gay

“Don’t procrastinate. Just 
don’t do it.” -Kat Smith, 
professional procrastinator
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o Have a personal experience with Sister Mary Carlos
o	 Go	swimming	on	the	4th	floor	pool	(lifeguard	must	be	on	duty).
o	 Go	to	at	least	one	meeting	for	every	club.	
o	 Go	to	the	zoo	for	the	raffle.
o	 Go	to	at	least	one	game	for	every	sport.
o	 Be	a	leader,	or	on	the	executive	board,	of	a	club.	
o	 Make	it	all	the	way	to	the	3rd	floor,	from	the	gym	building,	without	breaking	a	sweat.
o	 Take	a	full	drink	out	of	the	refreshing	Oasis.
o	 Get	an	elevator	pass	for	an	entire	year.
o Memorize Mr. Bonnici’s Mercy song.
o Have a picnic in Bobcat Grove.
o	 Play	hide	and	seek	in	the	tunnels	of	Mercy.
o Go to every Senior Night senior year.
o Pray and walk the entire labyrinth.
o	 	Stand	outside	on	the	3rd	floor	balcony.	
o Go on a Mercy Service Trip.
o	 Run	the	Mercy	Walk.
o Go to a prayer and pizza.
o	 Eat	a	Mercy	cookie	every	day	of	a	school	year.
o	 Buy	lunch	from	the	cafeteria	for	an	entire	week.
o	 Beat	the	teachers	in	Cat	attack	flag	football.
o	 Go	a	whole	year	without	getting	a	conduct	point.
o Stay an entire night at Mercy.
o	 Learn	a	different	language.
o	 Check	out	a	book	from	the	library.
o	 Solve	every	single	one	of	Mrs.	Zeller’s	beginning-of-class	riddles.	
o See a Mercy play. 
o Sled ride down the back hill in the parking lot.
o	 Be	on	Senior	Spirit	Squad.
o	 Find	out	more	about	Janitor	Keith.
o	 Effectively	use	flex	time.
o Use the same backpack all 4 years.
o	 Slide	down	the	railing	of	a	staircase.	
o	 Remember	the	nametag	for	an	entire	week.
o	 Run	the	Mercy	Mile	and	actually	get	an	“A.”	
o  Go to every spirit dinner.
o	 Be	a	top	seller	for	the	Walk	or	the	Raffle.
o	 Have	a	parking	spot	in	the	lower	lot,		one	that	doesn’t	get	flooded.
o	 Actually	check	Blackboard	every	night.	
o Get on honor roll all 4 years, or at least one time.
o	 Walk	into	Mrs.	Harvey’s	office	-with	no	name	tag-	and	make	it	out	alive!
o	 Get	a	nickname	from	Mr.	Bonnici.
o Beat Mrs. Brodbeck in badminton. 
o	 Pull	a	senior	prank.
o SUCESSFULLY GRADUATE.

Knocking	out	the	Mercy	Bucket	List
By Emma Bley ‘15

			Perhaps	not	all	of	these	goals	may	be	achieved	during	the	time	a	student	has	at	Mercy,	but	now’s	the	time	to	find	another	Bobcat	to	be	
your	Bucket	List	Buddy	and	knock	them	out.		Day-by-day,	students	get	closer	to	their	high	school	graduation,	and	there	is	less	time	to	
achieve	them.	Good	luck	Bobcats!

			Dreams,	fears,	and	many	mixed	feelings	begin	when	the	7:50	a.m.	bell	rings	on	the	first	day	of	freshman	year.		Traveling	
through	that	year	and	concluding	with	senior	year,	students	develop	many	goals	including	Honor	Roll,	National	Honor	Society,	
and	even	Spanish	and	and	French	Honor	societies.		Yet,	many	students	also	create	a	mental	checklist	of	Mercy	traditions	and	
fun	things	to	do	before	graduation.	Goals	better	known	as	the	“Mercy	Student	Bucket	List.”

Mr.	Bonnici	at	the	famous	and	refreshing	Oasis.		
Photo	courtesy	Emma	Bley	‘15

The	“Mercy	Student	Bucket	List”	is	available	on	the	Mercy	Etcetera	website.		Visit	
mercyetecetera.com	to	print	out	your	own	copy	of	the	bucket	list	and	keep	it	with	you	
throughout	all	four	years.		Get	a	group	of	friends	together	and	attempt	to	accomplish	
every	goal	by	the	end	of	senior	year!	Check	them	off	as	you	go!		Have	fun!

Photo	courtesy	Emma	Bley	‘15
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Keep current with world events
By Lindsay Eichhold ‘18

Threat from Isis
   We live with a constant threat 
of terror, violence and death, 
today. The most recent threats 
come from a terrorist group 
called Isis. The terror group has 

Putin’s plans for 
Russia
   In addition to the with the 
threat of Isis, there is global ten-
sion due to the conflict between 
the Ukraine and Russia. Russia 
began invading Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2014. The conflict between 
the two countries has been brew-
ing for quite some time. Russia 
denies the accusation that it has 
troops in the Ukraine, though 
NATO says that more than 1,000 
Russian soldiers are currently in 
control of the country. Ukraine 
as a whole is looking for protec-
tion against Russia’s president, 
Vladimir Putin. 
   Vladimir Putin says that he 
is looking for new weapons to 
defend against the recent moves 
made by the United States. Rus-
sia has been using a program 
to modernize their weapons in 
order to rid all of the nuclear 
war threats. Putin said that their 
new weapons could hit anywhere 
with precision. He pointed out 
the United States missile defense 
program as an example of where 
he could hit. Many citizens have 
taken this as a threat towards the 
United States. 

Map of Ukraine and Russia. Photo courtesy BBC

Ebola causes distress in Africa
   Along with the various threats 
of violence, the world also faces 
outbreaks of various diseases. 
Ebola, a disease that can be 
fatal, broke out in West Africa 
recently. In multiple counries of 
West Africa, 3,944 people have 
been infected. The World Health 
Organization has admitted that 
they have most likely under-
counted the number of cases. 
Two thousand people have been 
diagnosed with Ebola in Liberia 
and officials say that the disease 
is spreading much faster than 
they can control the outbreak. 
   Doctors and other scientists 
have been working hard to make 
a vaccine that would help fight 
ebola. Once they finish the 

made two videos of themselves 
executing American Journalists, 
and another of them killing a 
British Journalist. It is said that 
the purpose of their actions is 

Map of Syria and Iraq where Isis has control. Photo courtesy BBC.

vaccine the doctors will look 
to test it on humans to insure 
that it is capable of curing the 
disease. There have been no 
cases of Ebola reported in the 
United States but the disease still 
continues to contaminate most of 
West Africa. 

to retaliate against the United 
States’ support for thepeople in 
Iraq who are resisting Isis. The 
group wants to terrify Ameri-
cans so that no military troops 
are sent to Iraq to interfere with 
Isis’s advances. 
   The group tries to justify their 
heinous actions with religious 
extremisim. Isis broadcasts pro-
paganda to try to appear power-
ful to the young Muslims of 
Iraq and Syria. The terror group 
wants to add to their move-
ment’s power and plan more ter-
ror attacks on the United States. 
Although we do not know if or 
when there could be an attack 
on our country, there is a lot of 
tension throughout the United 
States because of this issue. 
 

“We live 
with a con-
stant threat 
of terror, 
violence 
and death, 
today.”
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Karly Maas ‘16
  The little United Kingdom na-
tion believed it was finally time 
to become their own independent 
country after only 
a short 300 year-
old union with the 
United Kingdom. On 
September 18 Scot-
tish Citizens voted 
whether they were 
for or against Scot-
land becoming an 
independent nation.
   Before the election, 
Ms. Blum, one of Mercy’s Social 
Studies 
teachers 
said, 
   To be 
eligible to 
vote, voters 
not only 
had to be at 
the young-
est age of 
16, but also 
must have 
been cur-
rently living 
in Scotland. 
Many peo-
ple resented 
the residen-
cy clause 
because 
several of 
the inter-
ested voters 
were of the 

Sixteen-year-olds helped decide fate of nation
400,000 plus non-Scotland born 
people but who were currently 
living in Scotland.
   Now a big question was, how 

would they have supported them-

   
“I find it interesting, the 

fact that they are trying to 
divide themselves in this 

day and age when everyone 
is trying to come together.”

Map courtesy http://denverlibrary.org/

selves if they were no longer a 
part of the United Kingdom? 
Ms. Blum believes that they 
would have most likely joined 
the EU right away. The EU or the 
European Union is the economic 
and political union that helps the 
28 countries of Europe. As far as 
money was concerned, Scotland 
would have kept the English 
pound, which is the biggest form 
of currency in the world, as their 
main form of Currency anyway.
   If Scotland would have gotten 
the independence they’ve been 
fighting for since after WWII, 

what would that of 
meant for the United 
Kingdom? Scotland is 
one of the strongest oil 
producers in the world, 
so if they were granted 
independence The 
United Kingdom would 
have lost that very 
important and neces-
sary resource. Not 
only would they have 

lost their connection for oil but, 
the United Kingdom’s military 
would have weakened. 
   The vote’s results on Septem-
ber 19 revealed to Scotland and 
the rest of the world that they 
were not to receive indepen-
dence. But on there is still a 
sliver light at the end of the 
tunnel for Scotland, because big 
changes for the better are com-
ing at them! 
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Across          Down
1   Recruits future Bobcats        1   Mercy’s Dance Team
3   Includes Mercy Works, Life Club,        2   The writing tutors were once called this
     and Mission Collection (PB&J)       4   A language club that learns about Latin America and Spain
7   Honor society for drama        5   A group that fixes problems with iPads and computers
11   Students who write to the elderly       6   A team that simulates a court room and competes against other
14   A service club that goes on mission            schools
       trips and does other activities for the       8   A club that goes to different parts of Cincinnati that relate to France
       community          9   Competes against different schools and answers trivia questions
15   Homeroom reps, Co-chairs, & Presidents      10 Students that learn more about computers and other gadgets
16   Organizes the dance in October       12   Students who show their support of the unborn and fight abortion
           13   A club that does service activities in the Cincinnati area

Mercy Clubs Crossword
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Students Step Into the Spotlight
By Casey Tegenkamp ‘15

   Student Spotlight is a new 
Etcetera feature that highlights 
girls from each class and reveals 
something interesting about 
them.

Freshman
Kelly Lambers played Penny 
Pingleton in Hairspray with St. 
I’s Kidz Show over the summer.  
Shannon Meyer never went to 
kindergarten.
Ann-Marie Nuckols writes 
poetry.
Grace Janszen is starting on 
Varsity Soccer.
Sara Ruberg is half Indian (her 
mom’s from India).
Megan Mays has a famous blog.
Emily Connor fractured her 
spine.
Lindsay Eichhold participated a 
basketball recruitment camp.

Sophomores
Corinne Dirr is a member of 
Elder Color Guard.
Sierra Houser won a ribbon at 
Harvest Home.
Tay Sauer forced herself into 
Varsity Scenic Design last year.  
Thanks to her, freshman are now 
allowed to be apart of the VSD 
crew.  
Maria Busken ate a bug when 
she was in 7th grade.
Olivia Short is taking five lan-
guage courses.  
Natalie St. George performs 
Irish dance.
Michelle Maas traveled around 
Europe when she was seven.  
Amy Cline has played piano 
since she was three.  

Juniors
Maddie Link is in tech doctors.
Anna Thorner is stage manager 
for The Wizard of Oz.
Beth Caldwell is in a police 
training program called Explor-
ers.
Jess Gabbard does Head to Toe 
dance.

Brittany Daugherty has played 
indoor soccer for many years.
Indigo Hudepohl makes her 
own jewelery.
Emma Dougoud has danced for 
10 years.  

Seniors
Kat Smith is on LaSalle Drama 
Board and has been for 2 years.  
Abby McBee is learning German 
and Italian.
Abby Cullen has a friend in 
Denmark.
Michelle McCraken parkours.
Jill Stern went to Ireland over 
the summer through the Ulster 
Project.  
Kristen Gandenberger has had 
2 exchange students.
Caroline Schmitz drives a lime 
green punch buggy.
Tricia Eberle is a 3-year Vocal 
Ensemble senior.
   
   Student Spotlight will be 
in every edition of the paper.  
Make sure you look every 
month to see if you get to be 
a part of Student Spotlight! If 
you have an interesting tidbit 
to share about your friends, 
send an email at mercyetcet-
era@gmail.com and put in the 
title line “Student Spotlight.”  
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Will it be your turn to stand in the 
spotlight?  
Photo courtesy: Casey Tegenkamp ‘15

Kristen Gandenberger ‘15

   Every person who is a part of this institution should be familiar with 
September: Mercy Day! Not only did the Bobcat community cel-
ebrate the first all-school liturgy of the year, but Mercy held our 40th 
annual walk as well! 
   Money raised in this mega fundraiser helps enable a large percent-
age of Mercy scholarships. Beyond this, every year Student Council 
helps choose a worthy cause to which a portion of the total money 
raised is donated. This year’s philanthropic theme was “Bobcats for a 
Bluer Planet”.
   Overall, five dollars per Mercy student will go to global water 
conservation, through Mercy Global Action.  Mercy Global Action is 
a project of the United Nations based in New York City and consisting 
of Sisters of Mercy from all around the world. 

   Recently, the taskforce 
has been diligently 
working to convince individual countries to make the avail-
ability of clean water a greater priority in their nations. The 
funds will be used by these hardworking sisters to advocate 
what they call a “rights-based approach to water and sanita-
tion,” which argues that clean water should be seen and 
treated as a human rights issue. 
   Besides the Mercy community’s generosity, the walk is 
also famous for the nail-biting class competition that it gen-
erates year after year. 2014 was no different, however the 
sensational seniors came out triumphantly on top, cashing in 
at a grand total of over $74 per girl. 
   In an unexpected twist, the freshman class followed the 
seniors in second place, leaving the junior class in third, and 
the sophomores last. 
   Despite class rankings, the most important thing is that 
the student 
body as a whole 
worked hard and 
surpassed the 
administration’s 
challenge to raise 
$60 per girl. 

Ultimately reaching $61 dollars per student, Mercy officially 
surpassed our goal, and as a result, all students and faculty have 
been rewarded with a bonus day off on the Monday after Open 
House, November 3. 

Mercy walks for water

Student Council presidents Meg-
gie Hartmann ‘15 and Olivia Hart 
‘15 grin when they realize their 
class raised the most money for 
the walk. Photo courtesy Kristen 
Gandenberger ‘15

Mr. Baker marks Sara Dressman’s ‘15 walk 
card at his checkpoint.
Photo courtesy Casey Tegenkamp ‘15

Mission Accomplished!  
Photo courtesy Casey Tegenkamp’15

For more Walk Pictures, 
visit our website!  
mercyetcetera.com
Or, send us your pictures, 
and we’ll post those too! 
email at mercyetcetera@gmail.com
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Mercyetcetera.com:
photostories, videos, 
commentary, 
polls, 
and 
         more.

mercyetcetera.com


